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Observations on the Racing Greyhound’ 


J. MCCUNN 


It has been my good fortune to be associated 
in a consultative capacity with greyhound track 
racing, almost from its inception in this country. 
Previous to this, I had some slight experience 
with the coursing dog. It took little imagination 
to appreciate the fact that, if the new sport 
were a lasting success, an enormous new field 
had been opened to veterinary activity. The 
new work in a prosperous industry was bound 
to affect the profession to its financial benefit. 
and provide a means by which we could, at the 
same time, augment our professional knowledge. 
This latter statement was likely to be true, for 
we would be called upon to treat all sorts of 
injuries and disease processes, and deal with 
epidemics of the latter, which would follow as 
the natural consequence of large numbers of 
dogs being collectively housed. The diet ques- 
tion alone would give food for thought to many. 
I, personally, had considerable previous experi- 
ence of dogs collected in breeders’ kennels, etc., 
but had never dealt with such numbers collec- 
tively housed and of such potential value, nor 
had I before been given’such a free hand. Right 
from the start, the veterinary surgeon has held 
an honoured position in greyhound racing, a 
position to which has been granted tremendous 
authority. Amongst the officials, the veterinary 
office is one of first rank, and not’ the 
“ Cinderella,” as so frequently is the case in 
other spheres. At this point, it is my duty and 
privilege to place on record the names of two 
men to whose efforts and influence we largely 
owe such a state of affairs, they are Mr. Lyne 
Dixon and Sir Frederick Hobday. 

When track racing began, men and dogs were 
gathered together from all ends of the country. 


They were a mixed lot; many of the dogs and ~ 


most of the men had not the faintest idea as to 
the duties they were supposed to perform, and 
to control both species was a work of art. Out 
of this jig-saw puzzle an organisation soon took 
shape and grew strong, and, at the present day, 
it can hold its own with any other in the world. 
To our profession must be given much of the 
credit for the present admirable state of affairs. 


*Paper presented to the Mid-West Division, 
N.V.M.A., on the occasion of the Annual General 
Meeting, held at Bristol, January 15th, 1937. 


As a veterinary surgeon, | was one who wel- 
comed the new sport. I realised that it would 
bring problems in its wake, but the elucidation 
of these problems would bring lasting benefit to 
dogdom, and grist to our fellows. 


The Tyee or Doc 
The classical description of a greyhound is 
the following, which 1 quote from Stonehenge :—- 
Head like a Snake, 
Neck like a Drake, 
Back like a Beam, 
Side like a Bream, 
Tail like a Rat, 
Feet like a Cat. 
Stonehenge. On the Greyhound, 
First published, 1835. 


At the beginning, the principal source of dogs 
was the breeding establishments of the coursing 
world. Others were obtained here, there and 
everywhere. Many of the dogs obtained were 
far from satisfactory, for the vested interest of 
coursing looked askance at track racing. No 
doubt there were fears that the new venture 
might injure, or even ruin, the older sport. 
Time has shown how erroneous were these 
views, for the greater publicity given to grey- 
hounds, and the publie’s appreciation of the 
sport, has directly led to a revival of interest 
in coursing. The majority of the original track 
dogs were of the coursing type; many were 
literally throw-outs, but there were some who 
had done well in the field. It was soon noticed 
that a good reputation in the field was not 
necessarily a sine qua non for success on the 
track. Strength, make and shape were no 
criterion; speed and track sense were the main 
factors and remain so to the present day. 
Many successful dogs have been good lookers, 
but it is equally true to say that many of the 
best “fliers” have had no pretensions to so- 
called good shape and make. To get speed, you 
must breed from speed, and the sire is the most 
potent factor, Although I have previously stated 
that conformation is of little importance, I am 
of the opinion that a type is fast developing in 
which one is able to assess its probable per- 
formance from its looks, 
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The most essential feature is a deep chest. 
The measurement at the girth must exceed that 
of the height at the shoulder, and in some cases 
this excess will amount to two inches or more. I 
have examined many cards, and have never 
found a good dog which did not fulfil this stipu- 
lation, Another measurement of importance is 
this—the distance from tip of nose to the fore 
foot should be equal to that between the same 
foot and the hip. The back should be well 
muscled and slightly arched, the hind legs well 
under at the normal stance with low, straight 
hocks. The tail should reach to just below the 
hock; a short tail or an excessively long tail is 
generally a disadvantage. 

In gait there should be a good, light, long, 
smooth stride with most action in the hind 
limbs. The fore paws should be set on straight 
or slightly turned in, and the hocks slightly 
cow-hocked. Excessive action is a disadvantage. 
The feet should be small, well set up with good 
hard pads and nails, preferably black or self- 
coloured. Flat feet or rat feet I would avoid, 
although many good dogs have had such feet. 
The principal disadvantage of such feet is that 
the chances of damage are proportional to the 
degree of drop. I like good teeth—a bad mouth 
ix generally the indication of illness or dietetic 
errors in puppyhood, and you all know how 
lasting may be the effects of such conditions. 


FEEDING 


Every greyhound owner, trainer, or kennel 
boy appears to have his own ideas as to what is 
a proper diet, but there is one point on which 
they all appear to agree, and that is to feed 
on soft food or pap, with a complete absence of 
hard food or water. This method of feeding no 
doubt had its origin in the game-keepers’ and 
foxhound kennels, for reasons of economy, and 
at one time I was of the opinion that it was 
physiologically wrong, and went to much trouble 
to try and get the system altered. I compared 
the dog to the human athlete, the physiological 
process of digestion in both species being some- 
what similar. I asked, would one feed a 
sprinter, a boxer or a footballer on porridge? 
To my mind it was more probable that man 
could do with soft food, for he does masticate 
food, whereas dogs usually bolt it and prefer it 
in lumps. One trainer was duly impressed, and 
for a period of about three months he fed his 
dogs hard. They were given meat, biscuits or 
brown bread, and as much water as_ they 
desired. The results were disappointing, and I 
was unable to answer the queries of the un- 
impressed trainers, who asked, “If our soft 
method is wrong, how do we get the times?” 
Soft feeding is undoubtedly cheaper and easier 
to prepare in bulk; it can be varied in its 
content with greater ease, and it is certainly 
less likely to give rise to digestive troubles. 
The last fact is a most striking one. In the 
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whole of my experience, 1 have only performed 
abdominal section on one greyhound. Many 
trainers give their charges quantities of milk. 
I know of one who keeps special goats for his 
dogs. Personally, I consider that most of the 
money spent on milk is wasted. Milk has little 
food value in the adult dog. An old proverb 
says “ Milk will feed a hog and starve a dog,” 
and I am of the opinion that there is much 
truth in these words. 

I have been amazed at the quantities of 
vegetables and green food which trainers give 
to their dogs. Leeks, carrots, onions, lettuce 
and watercress are commonly used. At first I 
was sceptical as to the value of such ingredients 
and ascribed their use to tradition and the air 
of mystery that trainers adopt. In the light of 
modern research on feeding, one is inclined to 
assert that there is nothing new under the sun. 
This is a typical example of an old usage fore- 
stalling modern research. Our forefathers have 
in this matter, as in many others, acquired 
knowledge through the hard school of experi- 
ence, which modern scientists claim as new 
discoveries. There is no doubt that to keep a 
dog fit its diet should have an adequate vitamin 
content. A diet which is adequate in this respect 
is indirectly a producer of speed. There are 
foods on the market which are supposed to 
make good any vitamin deficiency, thereby in- 
creasing fitness and speed. I have put two of 
these to the test, and there was no question but 
that the dogs’ condition and performance were 
improved. On one track this was so marked that 
the racing manager said, ‘‘ If this stuff is to be 
used all trainers must use it, for form is being 
upset.” To sum up the question of the feeding 
of dogs for racing, one may say that there are 
as many theories, crank and otherwise, as is 
the case in the human. ; 

I am of the opinion that all that is necessary 
is good food, varied frequently, and of sufficient 
quantity. 

FITNESS 


To keep dogs fit exercise is as essential as 
food; the best exercise is walking, with occa- 
sional gallops. It is strange that exercise at the 
trot does not appear to promote true fitness, 
but I have tried this method and it was a 
failure. Dogs which were not allowed to exceed 
the slow jog trot or walk such as occurs when 
exercised on the lead were always the better 
performers. Regular exercise is as important 
as regular feeding. Trainers and boys are only 
human and, if not controlled, are liable to pay 
more attention in this respect to kennel favour- 
ites or special dogs. All residential kennels 
should have an official gateman whose duty it 
should be to book every dog and man in and out. 
A daily inspection of this book by the racing 
manager will ensure that all dogs are getting 
fair and requisite exercise, 
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The veterinary surgeon's duty does not end 
with general care and management: his job also 
entails great responsibilities on behalf of the 
racing public. He is a protector or guardian of 
the public from malpractice, and of the dogs 
from ill or negligent usage. To many these 
would appear to be his primary duties. It is 
not too much to say that the success or other- 
wise of greyhound racing depends largely upon 
his skill and integrity. 

When racing started many undesirables were 
attracted to the new Eldorado, an Eldorado 
which was all the more desirable in that it was 
peopled with innocents. Malpractice, as 
carried on by these individuals in other spheres, 
raised its head; doping and stuffing were com- 
mon occurrences and there was much whispering 
about “ jobs’ in certain quarters. For a time 
it appeared that the public’s confidence might 
be shaken, but the better element prevailed and 
with the strict control exercised by the 
Greyhound Racing Club one can say that 
zreyhound racing is as clean a sport as any 
other. Whoever thought of the two hour period 
of oflicial supervision prior to racing, should 
be awarded the Order of Merit of the Grey- 
hound World. ‘This is the greatest safeguard 
of all. Without this period I think that grey- 
hound racing must have failed at its inception. 
Malpractice falls into three great categories: 
feeding, false trials, and the use of drugs. 

It is well known that feeding, or “ stuffing 
as it is called, prior to a race, will detriment- 
ally affect a dog’s time. It is fortunately 
relatively easy of detection by sight and palpa- 
‘ion. In cases of doubt or bad running, emesis 
can easily be produced, and the vomitus 
examined—the greyhound vomits more easily 
than any dog I know. ‘To produce emesis I 
strongly advise the use of a piece of washing 
soda which acts quickly, produces no ill-effects, 
und does not interfere with any subsequent 
analysis. 

Some years ago I undertook some tests in 
collaboration with an Italian colleague, in order 
to see if, by the character of the vomit, we 
could estimate what period of time had elapsed 
since the animals had been fed. In our series 
we found that the stomach was not completely 
cmptied until a period of six hours had elapsed, 
At one hour there was very little alteration in 
the character or quantity of the food 
administered. At intervals of two, three, four, 
and five hours, there was a gradual diminution 
in the quantity. It was not until the third hour 
that any marked change had taken place in 
the character of the ingesta. This series of 
tests enabled us to gain valuable information 
as to the time of administration. I think that 
it can be taken for granted that, if at any 
period during a meeting one of the dogs is 
vomited and vomitus is produced containing 
recognisable material, that dog has been fed 
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either wilfully or accidentally at a period when 
feeding would be likely to affect his running. 

These cases are not all wilful in origin, At 
this point it will be interesting to recount an 
incident in which I was concerned, in order 
to show that such occurrences may be accidental 
in origin, One evening I was called into 
consultation at an enquiry which was being held 
on the running of a certain dog in the 8.45 race. 
The dog had good form, but was beaten by a 
distance, He had been vomited and the 
stomach contents amounted to a feeding dishful, 
The trainer and his man impressed me = as 
being honest. I asked if a non-runner was 
kennelled with the accused dog, to which the 
answer was “ Yes.” asked had non- 
runner been fed and again the answer was 
“ Yes.” It was further stated that this feeding 
had taken place at four o'clock, and that the 
boy had stood by in order to see it eaten by 
the non-runner., I asked permission to view the 
Kennel, ‘There was evidence of soiling by recent 
vomit on the straw. The non-runner was 
vomited and produced nothing. The obvious 
explanation was that the non-runner had 
vomited his food and the runner had taken 
advantage of this surprise gift. The fact that 
a dog has something in his stomach does not 
always stop him. 1 have known occasions on 
Which a dog has run to his consistent time and 
after the race he has vomited a complete leather 
muzzle, On another occasion a dog which had 
won his race produced a leather lead which 
had mysteriously disappeared ai few hours 
previously. 

Interference with dogs at trials with a view 
to their subsequent advantage in a race is a 
serious matter. This is in the first place largely 
a matter for the racing manager to deal with. 
The time test will soon discover the culprits. 


DrvuGs 


The drugging of racing animals is generally 
the work of an expert. The practical applica- 
tion may be in the hayds of some ignorant 
kennel boy, but I cannot but suspect that behind 
the scenes, there is always someone with expert 
knowledge. Drugs may be administered orally, 
subcutaneously, or by rubbing into the = skin, 
Some are given to send a dog on, others to stop 
him. Those of the first category are the easiest 
to detect for they are all of a stimulating 
nature, and in spite of gelatine capsules, the 
two-hour lock up and the time test make their 
detection relatively easy. One should beware of 
the man who vigorously massages his dogs with 
stimulating liniments. There are several on the 
inarket, and they contain a high percentage of 
spirit. [Numerous drugs used for the purpose 
of “ doping ” were cited. ] 

One could go on and on discussing dope, its 
usage and detection, ad infinitum. ‘The most 
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unfortunate thing about it is that if he be 
skilful the giver always has an advantage over 
the detector. If any of you do have difficulties 
in this way, may I recommend a plan which I 
advised at one track? ‘There were vague 
suspicions as to the reasons for bad and 
erratic running. At my investigation nothing 
stood out, and I advised that, at each meeting, 
the racing manager should announce to the 
trainers that the dogs in a certain race were 
to be returned after their race to the race 
kennels, to be examined privately in the presence 
of racing officials. They would be vomited, 
chemical analysis undertaken, and such other 
steps taken as were thought necessary. The 
chosen race was a secret until the dogs were 
kennelled. This simple scheme put a stop to 
all complaints. It gives a touch of humour to 
add that, although the procedure was gone 
through ostensibly with great precision it was 
rarely that any active measures were adopted. 
When a dog is examined after a race, little 
notice should be taken of his temperature as 
a cause of bad running. On many occasions I 
have been party to a report that such and such 
a dog has a temperature, and so accounted for 
his performance. It is rare to find a normal 
temperature after a race, and it is rarer still to 
find a high one the next morning. I put this 
to the test—at a series of three winter meetings 
all the dogs engaged had their temperatures 
taken before and after the race. The results 
were extraordinary: many of the _ second 
temperatures were found to range from 103 to 
105, and in several cases it was 106. High 
temperatures were the rule rather than the 
exception. The test list is appended. 


RECORDS OF TEMPERATURES BEFORE AND AFTER RACING. 
February 6th, 1933. 
A cold night. Going hard. 


Ist Race. 400 yards. 


No. | Temp. after race 104-2 

103-8 

105-2 
4 104-5 
5 105-8! 
6 103-0? 


Result: Ist, 5; 2nd, 6. 


2nd Race. 550 yards Hurdles. 


No. | Temp. before race 101-8 Temp. after race 104-0" 

4 101-5 104-8 
Result: Ist, 1; 2nd, 3. 
3rd Race. 400 yards Flat. 
No. | Temp. before race 100-2 Temp. after race 105-2 
3 102-2 103-2 
4 101-0 104-2 
102-2 103-8? 
100-0 = 106-6! 


Result: Ist, 6; 2nd, 5. 


4th Race. 600 yards Flat. 


No. | Temp. before race 102-3 Temp. after race 106-2 
101-2 105-2 

» 101-4 104-8 
Result: Ist, 5; 2nd, 2. 
5th Race. 600 yards Flat. 

No. | Temp. beforerace 101-2 Temp. after race 104-5 
» 101-2 103-8 
” 3 ” 102-4 ” 104 ‘0 
» 100-5 103-1! 
» O 101-2 105-4? 
” 6 ” 102-0 ”» 105-4 

Result: Ist, 4; 2nd, 5, 
6th Race. 550 yards Hurdles. 

No. | Temp. before race 102-0 Temp. after race 101-0 
» 101-4 103-4! 
” 3 ” 101-0 » 104-5 
” 4 ” 102+4 ” 106-0! 

Result: 1 and 4 dead heat. 
7th Race. Flat. 

No. 1 Tempebefore race 100-4 ‘Temp. after race 101-8 
» 2 101-0 104-0 
” 3 ” 101-2 ” 105-4! 
» & 101-3 104-5 
” 6 ” 102-2 » 104-0 


Result: Ist, 3; 2nd, 5, 


DISEASE 


Infectious disease is the most serious factor 
in the veterinary side of greyhound racing. To 
quote a few conditions, we have our old friends 
—distemper, bronchisepticus, tonsillitis, and 
gastric fever, 

As illustrating the value of the hyperimmune 
serum I submit for your inspection a series of 
temperature charts which I have had collected. 
(See pages 503 and 504.) 

They deal with 61 cases of distemper and 
analysed they show: 43 wonderful recoveries ; 
14 cases in which, after a preliminary recovery, 
the ultimate result was delayed by secondary 
factors ; four cases which died. 

You will note the specific effect of the serum 
on the temperature and if the rough notes in 
the margin are read the interpretation of the 
chart is made very interesting. 

In discussing matters with the management, 
I have often used the expression “‘ Greyhound 
racing skates on the thin ice of distemper.” But 
for the timely discovery of hyperimmune serum 
by Laidlaw and Dunkin, I hesitate to think 
what might have happened on more than one 
occasion. By its aid, distemper has lost 90 per 
cent, of its terrors. When a case of distemper 
has been recognised it should be isolated immedi- 
ately. I call this the signal case for, to be 
clinically recognised, it must be beyond the 
early stages. The next procedure is to see that 
all other dogs in the kennels, in-contacts or not, 
have their morning and evening temperatures 
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20 cc. Hypem immune OF Tue hh Cases Mewrioneo. 


Temperature. ( 


A. 


6 7 9 9 
Day oc Disease. 


25 26 28 30 


Disease: distemper. Name: Bella’s Brother. Sex—dog. 20 c.c. serum injected. This dog made a very quick 
a and, no complications setting in, was discharged fit on October 9th. Date of admission: September 25th, 1932. 
esult, +. 


CHART. TYPICAL oF SEconpary 
3 Comenricarions. 
8 
3 One rue cases Menrionen 
4 3 
103" 
+ g 


25 24 25 26 27 S67 & 
Day or Disease. 


Disease: distemper. Name: Drintyre. Sex—dog. 20 c.c. serum injected. Dog made good progress, but later 
developed congestion of the lungs but soon yielded to treatment and was discharged on April 22nd. Date of admission : 
March 2Ist, 1932. Result, +. 
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Owe oF THE 4CASES Dieo. 


S 


Tuts RESEMBLES Somewunr THE CASES OF NIGH 
Temperature By Comapse Ano Deatu 


Descrioeo ay Ma Farotey iw tue Discussion 


Ss 3 


Ten PERATURE (Faunennesr) 


19 20 22 25 26 


Day or Disease. 


Disease: distemper. Name: not known. Sex—dog. 


20 c.c. serum injected, but apart from his temperature being 


reduced, he showed no response to treatment whatever, but got weaker every day and died on August 26th. Date of Admission: 


August 19th, 1932. Result —. 


registered. Trainers should be ordered to report 
immediately if a dog shows any disinclination 
for food. A high temperature and some degree 
of anorexia are the first recognisable symptoms 
of the disease, Clinically, a dog may have a 
temperature of 104-105 and look perfectly 
normal. He would be missed as a potential case 
if routine temperatures were not taken. If 
these dogs are given hyperimmune serum, no 
great anxiety need be felt. I have with me 
Inany temperature charts showing the remdark- 
able fall in temperature after giving serum, 
Sceptics may say, how do you know that the 
cause of temperature was distemper? I can 
only answer that they were in contact with 
known clinical cases, and the serum appears to 
have a specific effect. There is in my mind 
not the slightest doubt that, if a case of 
distemper is caught in the first three or four 
days, the serum is specific, 

A greyhound Kennel has a constantly changing 
population, and this feature adds greatly to 
the danger of introduction of infectious disease, 
The two important factors are the youth of 
many of the dogs, and auctions. For many 
reasons, and especially on account of infectious 
disease, I should like to abolish auctions. To 


prevent the introduction and spread of infec- 
tious disease, I would advocate that all dogs 
be inspected on arrival and departure. On 
arrival, no matter what their condition, they 
should be placed in isolation kennels for a period 
of 10 to 14 days before being admitted to the 
main Kennels, 

When the secondary symptoms have 
developed in a distemper case, the specific serum 
is, in my opinion, of little use. I have had some 
success with bronchisepticus serum and other 
agents, but in my heart I know that the 
nursing and diet are more important than either 
the veterinary surgeon or drugs. 

Tonsillitis and gastric fever are troublesome 
diseases. They have much in common. They 
are liable to sweep through kennels in a most 
winazing and sudden way, and seriously affect 
‘acing. Gastric fever is fortunately of short 
duration, but its after-effects are apt to be 
prolonged. The dogs literally melt and the 
resulting debility may last for weeks. I have 
records of 44 cases of gastric fever which show 
the short duration of the acute stage of this 
disease. The days mentioned are those between 
the dates of admittance and discharge from 
sick lines, but not to duty. 
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Vii. 


CALCIUM BORO-GLUCONATE 


INJECTION 


The preparation of choice for Milk Fever and Calcium Deficiency. Prepared 
only from drugs which conform to B.P. or equivalent tests for purity so that 


THE CALCIUM CONTENT NEVER VARIES 


A clear stable solution containing 20°, of Calcium Boro-Gluconate 
RUBBER-CAPPED BOTTLES OF 400 c.c. 3/- each. W. QUARTS (6 lbs.) 2,9 per Ib. 


Also in 300, 200, 100 and 60 c.c. rubber-capped bottles and 10 c.c. and 5 ec. “Ampuliques.” 


POWDER 


24 0z. PACKETS: 


5/9 per lb. 
BOXES OF SIX - 6/6 


Illustrated List on application 


IN BULK (7 lbs.) 5/6 per Ib. 


BOXES OF TWELVE - 12)- 


C. J. HEWLETT & SON, LTD. 


35-42, CHARLOTTE STREET, LONDON, E.C.2. 


AN X-RAY SERVICE FOR VETERINARY SURGEONS 


PORTABLE X-RAYS, LTD., are 
prepared to undertake the 
X-Ray examination of all kinds 
of animals anywhere in the 
United Kingdom, or at their 
own premises, at very reason- 
able fees. Pioneers in Portable 
X-Ray work, now established 
for over twelve years—their 
experience in the radiography 
of difficult cases is unrivalled. 
A fleet of cars, operating all 
over the country, ensures a 


speedy and economic means of 
obtaining first-class results. 
The efficiency of the apparatus 
leaves no doubt as to the 
ultimate quality of the nega- 
tives. Each car is fitted with 
independent electrical supply 
and self-contained dark-room, 
sothat, if necessary, radiographs 
can be taken even in an open 
field. A telephone call or 
a postcard will nae full 
particulars by return of post. 


Any Hour—Any Day—Any Night 


X-RAY CAR 


SERVICE 


POWER ROAD, CHISWICK, LONDON, W.4 


TELEPHONE (day and night) : 


CHISWICK 4006/7. 
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ACUTE ECZEMA OINTMENT 


(VETERINARY) 


For Erythema, etc., in pet dogs. Composed of Calamine, Salicylic Acid with Oxide of 
Zinc, etc., perfumed. To be well rubbed into the affected parts three or four times a week. 


Price 3/- per lb. In 1 oz. and 2 oz. pots, 6/6 and 9/- per doz. 
In tubes, 6/6 per doz. 


BISMA-CALNA CREAM 


(VETERINARY) 
The Combined Carbonates of BISMUTH, MAGNESIUM, CALCIUM and SODIUM 


BISMA-CALNA CREAM will be found most effective in the treatment of Acute Gastritis. 

Ordinary cases of Indigestion are speedily relieved, and in the more serious digestive troubles 

gratifying results will be obtained by the continued employment of BISMA-CALNA CREAM. 

DOSE (for dogs). In acute cases, half teaspoonful to one tablespoonful, according to size and 
breed every two hours; later reduced to twice daily. 


PRICE 1/6 per lb. Winchesters 1/4 per lb. 


JOHN RICHARDSON & Co., Leicester, Ltd. 


Manufacturing Chemists, 
Established 1793. LEICESTER. Incorporated 1891 


THE LABORATORY Dr. Burdizzo’s 
GORING, READING Bloodless Castrators 


Director: H. P. HAMILTON, B.V.Sc. (Toronto). 


AGGLUTINATION TESTS for the presence of 
B. abortus infection are undertaken by this Labora- 
tory at the following rates :— 

6d. per sample. 
4d. per sample if over 10 samples 
are sent in one consignment. 

The Department has been entirely reorganised, 
but the work is proceeding by exactly the same 
methods as heretofore. For Lambs, Calves, Bulls, Pigs. No blood. No risk 


These tests are undertaken SOLELY for members of poisoning. Simple. The patent Dr. Burdizzo 
of the Veterinary Profession. Cord Stop feature ensures retention of cord. 
Biological products available and autogenous Vaccines Patent knee rest attachment for use with large 
made—Price List on application. models frees one hand to hold the cord. 
The Poultry Department is available for PRICES : 
co-operation in solving problems which Cord Stop Models Plain Jaw Models 
Veterinary Surgeons may meet with 9 in. 19 in. 8 in. 19 in. 
from time to time. 
= t - 
Avian Tuberculin, Fowl Pox Vaccine, Avian Typhoid 42/ 6 aii 57/ 6 32/ aie 5 3/ 
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1 dog took 2 days to recover 


dogs , 3 ,, 
4, » ; ” 
2 ” 8 ” ” 
2 9 ” 
2 ” 12 ” ” 
” ” 
44 


Forty-four dogs; 224 days hospital: average 
per dog, 5°9 days. 

It is difficult to state what period of time 
elapsed before ail these dogs were racing fit 
again. Many went away to convalesce. The 
average time for those under continual observa- 
tion is just over three weeks after discharge 
from sick kennels. I did not realise how big 
a tonsil a dog possessed, nor the seriousness of 
inflammation of that organ until I came in con- 
tact with epidemics of tonsillitis in greyhounds. 
Antiphlogistine, silver stick, glycerine and 
iodine or tannic acid are useful in treatment, 
but here again I must give tribute to the 
importance of the nurse. 


SPORADIC DISEASE 


One cannot leave the greyhound and _ his 
diseases without making some mention of the 
so-called haemorrhagic enteritis and Stuttgart 
disease. Haemorrhagic enteritis, like Stuttgart, 
is of a non-inflammatory nature. Many of its 
symptoms and post-mortem appearances are 
those of an intense back pressure which is most 
evident on the intestinal mucosa. It is of 
sudden occurrence and I believe that it is of 
some dietetic origin. Since the introduction of 
formaldehyde treatment this disease has lost 
many of its terrors: a true acute case almost 
always dramatically recovers, How the formal- 
dehyde acts is questionable: I am of the opinion 
that it breaks down the red blood cells with which 
it comes in contact, and the protein so liberated 
functions as shock protein. Dr. Hare and I 
once discussed this, and he suggested that if 
this was so, peptone might act equally well. 
Accordingly my next case was given one gramme 


of peptone in solution intravenously: recovery ° 


occurred but it was not so spectacular and 
rapid as when formaldehyde was used. 

Since August, 1928, I have records which 
show that in one set of premises there have 
been 131 cases of haemorrhagic enteritis. Of 
this number :— 

Six dogs were affected and died of the disease 
before the use of formaldehyde was discovered. 

Two dogs were found dead in their kennels. 

One hundred and _ twenty-three received 
formaldehyde; of these, 121 recovered and two 


died, 


Stuttgart disease is very intractable. If there 
is kidney damage to any great extent, recovery 
is impossible. I am certain that those cases 
that do recover must have undamaged or 
reasonably functional kidneys. I have lately 
been collaborating with Dr, John Bodman in 
a little work on this disease and on nephritis: 
as far as we have gone we have found that 
there is a tremendous increase in the amount 
of blood urea. By Dr. Bodman’s method of 
estimation ‘the normal blood urea of a dog ranges 
between 20 to 40 milligrammes per 100 ce. 
of blood. In a series of five Stuttgart and 
nephritis cases this amount has increased to 
between 250 to 400. In one case of Stuttgart 
it was 400. It is also interesting to note that, 
in true Stuttgart, the alkali reserve is very 
much lowered. We have injected a 2 per cent. 
solution of sodii bicarbonas’ prepared in 
normal saline, 

To one greyhound, ill with Stuttgart, we gave 
250 of the solution intravenously. <A 
transitory improvement was noted and a few 
hours after injection the dog ate a normal 
evening meal. Two days later a further 250 c.c, 
were given. The mouth lesions showed some 
improvement and the blood urea content was 
much reduced. From this point we adminis- 
tered sodii bicarbonas by the mouth but 
unfortunately the dog died on the fifth day. 
In this case I think that we started too late. 
In two previous cases we had noted the reduc- 
tion in blood urea—in the first following sodii 
bicarbonas intravenously, and in the second 
following the intravenous injection of ™.x 
formaldehyde in 2 ¢.c. of water. We intend, as 
circumstances arise, to follow this line further. 
Professor Wooldridge is also interested and any 
further information we can gather will be 
utilised by him at Bournemouth. 


ACCIDENTS AND INJURIES 


To deal in detail with this section would make 
my paper far too long and so stifle your 
subsequent discussion, 

It is a striking fact that since we learnt to 
bank tracks properly there has been a marked 
decline in injuries. If there are any queries 
under this section which you would like to 
raise, do not hesitate to do so: I shall be only 
to pleased to try and help in their discussion. 

I wish to make acknowledgment for assistance 
given to me in compiling this paper to the 
following: Mr. J. J, Davies, M.R.c.v.s., and Mr. 
F. Reed, West Ham; Dr. John Bodman; 
Professor Wooldridge, Mr, Holmes and Miss 
Henderson, of the Royal Veterinary College. 


In the discussion which followed, Messrs. S. V. 
Golledge, F. J. Eardley, T. J. Margarson, A. E. 
Gachet, W. Tweed and Dr. W. Scott participated, 

In response, Professor McCunn first) of all 
thanked those present for their kind reception 
of his paper. 
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In reply to the President, he said that sloppy 
food was conducive to tooth, gum and alveolar 
troubles. It was only by dental hygiene that 
these troubles were kept somewhat at bay. Tooth 
brushes and tooth paste were freely used, and 
it was remarkable how well the dogs stood this 
ordeal. 

He had said that milk was not much use to 
an adult dog in the quantities that were some- 
times given: he agreed with the President, how- 
ever, that it was a very useful addition, especially 
in sick dogs; it did assist digestion. Professor 
McCunn then went into some detail.as to the 
duties of a track veterinary surgeon. These 
duties, however, varied somewhat on different 
tracks and according to the nature of the veter- 
inary surgeon’s terms of appointment. 

Replying to Mr. Eardley, Professor McCunn 
agreed that nowadays the tracks and_ their 
followers were the chief supporters of coursing. 
He thought that a sire with a good racing record 
was much more likely to produce useful pro- 
geny than a bitch with a good record. any 
of the best dogs had already shown success in 
their progeny. This was not so in the bitches. 
There were bitches, however, who, although 
they had great past career’ themselves, 
produced good dogs. He was of the opinion that 
there were more good dogs produced by medium 
or low-classed bitches than by the “ fliers.” 

He found that most of the track greyhounds 
would not drink water. He was interested in 
the hard feeding and its results as described 
by Mr. Eardley; these were evidently much 
better than those with which he had personal 
contact. 

He was in complete agreement with Mr. 
Eardley that hysteria was dietetic in origin. He 
knew of one good way to stop it in a kennel 
and that was to make a complete change in 
the character of the food. He had not seen it 
to any great extent in greyhounds but in breeding 
and show kennels his advice completely to 
change the food had on many occasions met 
with success. 

He also was of the opinion that walking must 
be road work or on hard ground: the road was 
the best. He agreed with Mr. Eardley’s remarks 
on the detection of drugged animals. It would 
be policy not to publish any remarks of this 
nature, 

He had met with a few cases such as those 
described by Mr. Eardley, i.ec., high temperature 
and death in a few days with the post-mortem 
showing pulpy kidneys, and general congestion. 
He could not offer any explanation. 

In gastric fever, or catarrh, he had used many 
agents, including carbo-pulbit, but he was cer- 
tain that good nursing was the greatest factor. 

Replying to Mr. Margarson, there were profes- 
sionals in the old coursing game and there were 
amateurs or “sports” in the new sport: any 
sport was bound to attract both classes. Tempera- 
ment did count; he put temperament for 
convenience under the larger class of track sense. 
Mick the Miller and Bradshaw Fold were both of 
beautiful temperament and almost human _ in 
track sense; these were their greatest assets. 

The dosage of formaldehyde used intraven- 
ously in so-called haemorrhagic enteritis was in 
the average greyhound: m xiv in 23 c.c. water. 

Replying to Mr. Gachet, the reason why he 
had not mentioned jaundice was because he was 
painfully aware of his lack of knowledge of 
this disease. Leptospiral jaundice — reacted 
reasonably well to the immune serum: in cases 
other than those of purely toxic origin he could 
not add to the present knowledge, 


Answering Mr. Tweed, Dr. McCunn stated 
that organic heart disease was not common; 
functional, yes, especially slight dilatation result- 
ing from. strain. He had met with cases in 
puppies in which the urine appeared by its 
smell to have a high ammonia content. It was 
often found in the weedy, unthrifty, whining 
pup. He was of the opinion, judging from 
1is human experience, that these were cases 
of deficiency trouble. The gums were often soft 
and red as in mild scurvy. Most probably 
ascorbutic acid could be dreeaneed in the 
urine. 

The common site for the condition known 
as track leg was on the inner side of the upper 
third of the tibia. It was due to strain of the 
tendon of insertion of the semi-tendinosus. This 
muscle and the biceps were also sometimes 
strained at their ischial origin. (When the 
swelling first appeared it contained fluid which 
could be drained. If pressure was then applied 
the period of repair was shortened. In other 
cases the fluid was gradually absorbed and a 
considerable degree of fibrosis resulted, leaving 
a relatively hard lump. 

In this condition and in joint injuries he had 
many favourable results from the use of Scott’s 
dressing, i.e., ung, hydrarg. co. 

Dealing with the points raised by Dr. Scott, 
the Stuttgart dog was given his evening meal 
for a definite reason. They were anxious to 
know if the results were similar to those in 
men. Injection of sodii bicarbonas in high 
blood urea cases in man was, according to Dr. 
John Bodman, followed by almost complete 
recovery for the time being. 

He had never taken temperatures of horses 
after racing: it would be interesting to see if 
there were the same results. 

The serum used in the 43 cases illustrated by 
the temperature charts was Burroughs 
Wellcome’s hyperimmune serum. The small rises 
in temperature in the 14 cases quoted were due 
to secondary factors: in his opinion it was waste 
of money giving the specific distemper serum 
then. He had used bronchisepticus serum with 
good results. 


HUNTERS’ IMPROVEMENT SOCIETY 


At a meeting of the Council of this Society 
held on Friday of last week, Lord Middleton, 
the retiring President, formally moved the elec- 
tion of Sir Robert Spencer-Nairn, Bart., as 
President for the ensuing year. Sir Robert 
proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Lord 
Middleton for his untiring efforts on behalf of 
the Society during his term of office, especially 
with regard to new supporters. Lord Middleton 
has been responsible for the election of some 
500 new members. One hundred and _ sixty-six 
new members were elected at Friday’s meeting. 

It was reported that premiums had _ been 
awarded to 64 stallions at the recent London 
Show, to travel prescribed routes in England, 
Scotland and Wales, throughout the coming 
season. The ov now has 428 brood mares 
leased out to reliable custodians throughout the 
country. This year 68 mares have been brought 
into the Society’s Scheme. The Council were 
pleased to hear that of these 68 mares, four 
had been presented to the Society. The Council 
expressed the hope that anyone who has a mare 
for which they have no further use in the 
hunting field, would kindly offer it to the Society 
for breeding purposes. 

The dates of the 1938 Show were fixed for 
March Ist, 2nd and 3rd. 


LLL LLL 
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Preventive Medicine 


bigs prevention is better than cure has 
always been evident, but only in recent 
times have we realised that it is also easier 
and more logical. Throughout the ages, disease 
has been treated largely in a haphazard and 
irrational manner. The Greek physicians knew 
a good deal about the symptoms and objective 
signs of many well-known conditions, but of the 
causes they knew little, and knowledge remained 
in this state for centuries, or deteriorated 
rather—the reputation of the doctor’ in 
The Canterbury Tales is founded on_ his 
knowledge of astronomy. Then, in the 18th 
century, the study of morbid anatomy and 
pathology began. It was not until the latter 
days of the 19th century—the days of Pasteur, 
Koch, and Manson—that man learned something 
about the causes of many common ailments of 
himself and his «animals, This knowledge 
prepared the way for an age of parasitology, 
particularly concerned with those parasites too 
small to be observed without mechanical means, 
and bacteriology, protozoology, and_ their 
cognate sciences interested investigators. This 
was followed by a more intimate study of 
immunity—the reactions of the animal host to 
parasitic invasion. ‘The present period is 
characterised by a further interest in the 
reactions of the animal, particularly in its 
nutritional requirements. 

For prevention, it is necessary to have a 
wide appreciation of all those factors which 
together cause disease. This is best illustrated 
in parasitic discases, where there must be a 
consideration of the parasite’s ecology, life 
history and methods of attack, and also of the 
nutritional requirements, reactions, habits, and 
methods of defence of the animal host; and the 
herd as well as the individual must be a unit 
of study. Given such information, it is possible 
to weight the balance in favour of the host. 
In many instances, prevention consists in 
breaking a chain of sequences, in destroying a 
vector of disease, or in providing an adequate 
diet. Thus, in the production of human plague 
there are three links, the rat, the flea, and man. 
To control this disease one aims at breaking 
the chain by destruction of rats and fleas. As 
a last resource, especially where the disease 
is endemic, vaccination of mankind is practised. 
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In yellow fever, malaria, trypanosomiasis and 
piroplasmosis, where the infection is carried 
inainly by flies or ticks, preventive measures 
are directed against the vectors at their 
breeding places and may include their actual 
destruction by chemical means. An adequate 
diet may prevent a bacterial disease such as 
lamziekte; cattle are fed with bone meal, and 
so no longer crave for the débris of carcases, 
which may contain botulinum toxin. On the 
other hand, with some ailments more drastic 
measures are practised, and the slaughter of all 
‘ases of equine glanders, both overt and occult, 
and the long quarantine period for all imported 
dogs are two instances that have proved 
justifiable. Where the main causal factor of 
disease cannot be eliminated or controlled, there 
is recourse to increasing the animal’s resistance 
by artificial means, as in infections with 
anaerobic soil bacilli. But in order to immunise 
effectively, it is not enough to know the causal 
organism of a bacterial disease. One must 
know more; whether infection is mainly by 
production of toxins or by invasion, and, in the 
‘ase of invasion, the relative importance of any 
particular antigens. The fact that artificial 
immunisation, based on knowledge that is after 
all superficial, succeeds in certain conditions, 
has tended to hinder rather than help the 
march of preventive medicine. The search for 
vaccines to cure all bacterial diseases has led 
to the unfortunate idea that the discovery of a 
‘ausal organism is all that is necessary for 
immunisation, so that research into other 
factors has been neglected and other methods of 
control ignored. The pasteurisation of goats’ 
milk in Malta will reduce the incidence of 
human undulant fever more effectively than 
vaccines. The eradication of reactors will do 
more to eliminate tuberculosis from our herds 
than any form of immunisation, 

What then is preventive medicine? It 
consists first in a due appreciation of all those 
factors which contribute to disease processes, 
for it is only this comprehensive view that 
makes possible the second stage—an interference 
to restore the balance in favour of the animal 
host. Thus understood, preventive medicine 
must play the main part in the future, especially 
in veterinary practice, since animal disease can 
be controlled with a thoroughness not possible 
among human beings. It is less spectacular 
and more monotonous than therapeutics, but 
the effects are more widespread and permanent, 
and it is preferable not only from an economic 
but also from a humane standpoint, 


(Concluded at foot of col. 1, page 508.) 
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CLINICAL COMMUNICATIONS 


Pulmonary Tuberculosis in 
the Dog with Complications 
involving the Bones of the 


Limbs 


Proressor G. H. WOOLDRIDGE, F.R.c.Vv.S., M.R.I.A. 
and 


J. W. H. HOLMES, .r.c.v.s., b.v.s.M. 


Patient.—Male Alsatian, between two and 
three years old, sent in by Mr, C, P. Buckner, 
M.R.C.V.S. 

History —This was somewhat indefinite, the 
chief points noted being loss in condition over 
a period of several months, with a more recent 
development of some deformity of the limbs. 
There was also a reference to a street accident 
a considerable time previously, as a result of 
which the left hock was injured. 

Symptoms and Examination.—The patient was 
thin, and the limb deformity noted by the 
owner was very obvious, closely resembling that 
observed in rickets. The respiratory movements 
were increased in depth and rate, there being 
an obvious effort at each inspiration. Auscul- 
tation failed to reveal the presence of fluid, or 
dull areas in the chest, and both sides appeared 
similar in character. Percussion gave no posi- 
tive information. The temperature was 102° F. 
on admission, 101° F, the following day and 
102° F, on the third day. 

In view of the reference in the history to 
a street accident, coupled with the character of 
the breathing, ruptured diaphragm was one of 
the conditions which came up for consideration, 
and in order to confirm or refute this suspicion 
the chest was radiographed after the adminis- 
tration of a barium feed. No malposition of 
stomach or other viscera was shown, but 
increased density in the main lobes of both lungs 


But this desirable end is still far off, and 
will be attained only if, through the fruitful 
co-operation of research and practice—which, 
it must be remembered, are interdependent-— 
knowledge continues to increase, As Bacon 
said, “ Of knowledge there is no satiety,” and 
no discovery, however academic it may seem, 
should be disregarded. The findings of research 
are like the oddly shaped and apparently 
disconnected parts of an enormous jig-saw 
puzzle; at first some of them are set aside, 
but in the end the most unlikely pieces are 
seen to fit into the pattern, 
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was revealed [Fig. 1]. The next measure 
adopted was to carry out a tuberculin test, 
15 cc. of tuberculin being injected subeutan- 
eously, and at the same time three minims of 
concentrated tuberculin were instilled into the 
left conjunctival sae. The results of the test 
are shown in the following table :— 


Time. Temperature. 
12 noon, 1°5 ¢.c. tuberculin subcutaneously. 
Ophthalmic tuberculin left eve ... 102-0 
1 p.m. oe: — 
2 p.m, hod 103-4 
4 p.m. .. 1040 
8 p.m, 104-4 
11 p.m. 103°8 


The animal showed marked systemic disturb- 
ance and 24 hours after the commencement of 
the test was noted to be stiff and lame with 
pain on handling the joints, particularly the 
elbow, <A slight discharge was noted from the 
left eye between the third and fifth hours after 
the instillation of the tuberculin. The test was 
considered positive and destruction advised, but 
before this was carried out a radiograph of the 
left elbow was taken [Fig. 2], interest being 
aroused by the unusual reaction to tuberculin 
and the deformity. The X-rays were taken by 
Mr. H, J. Ede. 

Post-mortem Findings.—The body was sub- 
mitted to Mr. E. G. White, B.Sc., M.R.c.v.s., for 
post-mortem examination. reported as 
follows 

The carcase was emaciated. The pleural 
cavities contained 250 ¢.c. (half-a-pint) of clear, 
straw-coloured exudate. The lungs were 
retracted, occupying the costo-vertebral arch, 
and there were dense fibrous adhesions between 
visceral and parietal pleurae, Both lungs were 
almost equally affected with an acute tuber- 
culous broncho-pneumonia which in some areas 
showed commencing cavity formation, The 
bronchial lymph glands were enlarged but 
neither in them nor in the lungs was there any 
macroscopic evidence of caseation or calcifica- 
tion, There were no lesions of tuberculosis in 
any other organ. Tubercle bacilli were culti- 
vated from the lung and from their cultural 
characters these appeared to be of human type; 
the pathogenicity of the strain has not yet been 
determined, 

The long bones of both fore and hind limbs 
were affected with hypertrophic — osteo- 
arthropathy or hyperplastic osteo-periostitis 
[Fig. 3] (see abstract in Veterinary Record, 
1936, November 7th, p. 1486). Detailed examin- 
ation of the other bones was not made, but no 
enlargement was detected on palpation. Exactly 
similar changes occurring in the dog were 
described and illustrated by Smythe (Veterinary 
Record, 1929, p, 421) who, however, appeared 
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PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS IN THE DOG WITH COMPLICATIONS 
INVOLVING THE BONES OF THE LIMBS 


‘Fic. 1, 


to consider the changes tuberculous in origin. 
He states: “In a few cases bony structures 
have been involved.” The bony changes appear 
to be similar in man and animals and are 
usually met with in a variety of conditions in 
which there is gross interference with respira- 
tion, e.g., pulinonary tuberculosis, bronchiectasis, 
empyema, carcinoma. Occasionally the bone 
lesions occur in the absence of pathological 
changes in any other organ. Attempts to 
produce the condition experimentally in dogs 
have been unsuccessful. 


Fia. 2. 


Photograph of anterior aspect of upper limb 


bones 


One-quarter natural size. 
Fic. 3. 


(left side) showing the condition 
hypertrophic osteo-arthropathy. 
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Torsion of the Uterus in 


the Cat 


G. BERESFORD EDWARDS, 
B.V.Sc., M.R.C.V.S. 


CHESTER 


The subject was a three-year-old multiparous 
tortoiseshell cat of about 7 lb. weight. 

The history given was that ten days prior to 
the examination the cat had given birth to a 
live kitten, and that two days before advice was 
sought she had become a little off colour. The 
following day she was still poorly but took milk 
and fish. Previous to this she had appeared to 
be in the best of health, and was nursing her 
kitten well. 

Examination of the cat revealed her to be 
rather dull in her behaviour but bright in the 
face. Temperature was 102-6° F. and respira- 
tions quiet and unhurried. Abdominal palpation 
showed the presence of two foetuses. There was 
no discharge from the vagina. Considering the 
length of time following the birth of the first 
foetus it was rather surprising that the cat was 
so well in herself. 

She was removed to the infirmary where a 
further examination was made. The little finger 
could pass about 14 in. along the vagina and on 
the roof of the vagina was felt a hard cord-like 
structure, with an enlargement posteriorly. 

The diagnosis made was that a hind leg of the 
foetus had passed through the roof of the vagina 
and was now lying between the vagina and the 
rectum. Torsion of the uterus was not suspected. 

Prognosis was guarded, but ovaro-hysterec- 
tomy was proposed and agreed to by the owner. 

Anaesthesia was induced with A.C.E. mixture 
by the open method, and an incision made in 
mid-line extending from the umbilicus pos- 
teriorly for 24 in. On examining the uterus, the 
right horn was lying on the left side of the body, 
and vice-versa, and the ovarian ligaments and 
vessels crossed over. The body of the uterus 
was twisted clockwise half a revolution at the 
os. The left ovarian ligament was ligatured in 
two places and divided, and the uterus reposi- 
tioned by turning in an anti-clockwise direction. 
The other ovarian ligament was treated similarly, 
and after ligating the uterine vessels, the uterus 
was removed just anterior to the os. It was 
noted that the ovarian and uterine veins were 
larger than usual for a pregnant cat. The 
peritoneum and muscles were sutured with 
No. 1 catgut and the skin with medium silk- 
worm gut. 

On opening the uterus there was found to be 
an absence of putrefaction. 

The case is rather interesting because of the 
fact that torsion of the uterus had evidently 
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ABSTRACTS 


|A Study of Immunity Produced by Infection 
with Attenuated Culture-strains of Histo- 
monas meleagridis. Tyzzer, FE. FE. (1936.) 
J]. Comp. Path, and Therap. 49, 4. 285-303. | 


Strains of Histomonas meleagridis which had 
been repeatedly subcultured over a period of 
two to five years were inoculated per rectum into 
chickens and young turkeys. The birds were 
killed at varying intervals and the patho- 
genicity of the strain estimated by the extent of 
the invasion, the severity of the host’s reaction, 
and the duration of the disease. 

All strains were at first markedly pathogenic 
but their virulence gradually decreased. There 
was, however, no uniformity in the rate of 
decrease in pathogenicity, e.g., Strain A became 
innocuous for chickens within 2} years from the 
time of isolation, Strain B had lost its patho- 
genicity in 14 years, while Strain D was still 
pathogenic almost 3 years after isolation. It 
was found that culture strains that had become 
quite innocuous for young chickens might still 
be mildly pathogenic for turkeys. 

Strains which had become non-pathogenic 
were tested for immunising properties in chickens 
by subsequent inoculation with more recently 
isolated and more virulent cultures. The 
degree of protection was estimated by a com- 
parison of the caeca of the vaccinated series 
with those of control non-vaccinated birds. Well 
marked immunising powers were shown by 
strains which had recently lost their patho- 
genicity, but these powers were gradually lost 
and six to twelve months later little or no 
protection was produced against inoculation 
with pathogenic strains. 

On comparing the reaction of partly immun- 
ised and non-immunised chickens to pathogenic 
strains the lesions were found to be micro- 
scopically similar, differing only in extent. In 
birds which were completely immunised, as 
judged by gross appearances when killed at 
various periods, no invasion of the tissues could 
be demonstrated microscopically. 


occurred after the birth of the first foetus. 
Further, the closure of the passage by half a 
revolution clearly had been sufficient to keep 
out infection and subsequent toxaemia for a 
considerable time. Blood supply had been 
kept up by the ovarian arteries and possibly by 
the incompletely closed uterine arteries. The 
ovarian and uterine veins were enlarged, prob- 
ably as a means of compensation following 
partial stricture. 

The structure felt on the roof of the vagina 
was the twisted wall of the vagina. 
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Attempts were made during four successive 
summers to vaccinate young turkeys against 
blackhead, using an attenuated strain. A 
considerable degree of protection was produced 
as shown by subsequent inoculation with 
pathogenic strains. There are various obstacles, 
however, to the utilisation of this procedure in 
the commercial rearing of turkeys, e.g., 
Histomonas is not always established in the 
caecum of the young turkey by a single rectal 
inoculation of culture material, and it is there- 
fore preferable to examine the discharge of each 
bird for the protozoon and to reinoculate at 
intervals until infection is obtainable. Also in 
stock which is weak or in any way abnormal the 
procedure tends to increase the mortality. 


F. G. 


| Johne’s Disease in Victcria. ALBiston, H. E., 
and Ta.Bor, R. J. pe (1936.) Aust. Vet. J. 
12. 4. 125-138. ] 

Johne’s disease does not occur extensively in 
Australia, but with a view to complete eradica- 
tion, suspected outbreaks have been thoroughly 
investigated. Thirteen herds have shown the 
disease, which is thought to have spread from 
one farm which harboured an infected bull 
imported from England. The double intra- 
dermal johnin test was applied. All cases found 
affected at post-mortem had already given a 
positive johnin test, but many positive reactors 
showed no signs of the disease at autopsy. 
Since these may have been very early cases, the 
authors do not regard them as reflecting seriously 
on the value of the test. Their main criticism 
is based on one cow which after a negative test 
was sold, and afterwards died of the disease. 
She was evidently infected at the time of testing. 
Avian tuberculin given intravenously was tried, 
and of two slaughtered reactors, only one was 
positive at post-mortem. 

L. S. 


* * * 


|Mastitis from the Standpoint of a Practitioner. 

Case, C. H. (1936.) J. Amer. Vet. Med. Assoc. 

90. 2. 137.] 

Infection of the udder is due to certain specific 
bacteria and various predisposing factors influ- 
ence the spread of the disease. These factors 
include dirty teat dilators, unclean stalls, 
careless milkers, improper drying off, misuse of 
milking machines, and allowing calves to run 
too long with heifers. Calves tend to suckle 
from the heifers and in this way milk production 
may be stimulated; such milk is not drawn off 
and may be the primary cause of subsequent 
inflammation. Diagnosis of inflammation can 


be effected by clinical examination combined 
with the bromthymol blue test (for alkalinity) 
and a microscopical examination of a stained 
smear of the milk, the smear being made after 
the milk has been withdrawn and incubated at 
37° C. for 12 hours. [It should be remembered 
that whilst the above procedure is of value in 
identifying a large proportion of cases of active 
mastitis, it will not assist in identifying animals 
which are acting as latent reservoirs of infection, 
and for this purpose one must resort to cultural 
methods. | 

Prophylaxis consists of the removal or segre- 
gation of all infected animals and the abolition 
of all predisposing factors. Treatment is 
dependent entirely upon effective stripping of 
the udder at frequent intervals ; massage of the 
gland with or without liniment assists the 
process of stripping. The author has had no 
promising results from the use of proprietary 
vaccines. 

In the course of the discussion reference was 
made to a very acute form of mastitis thought 
to be associated with plant poisoning. In the 
United States this is a well-recognised clinical 
entity, but nothing is known regarding its 
aetiology. Treatment is carried out along 
orthodox lines. 

E. J. P. 


REPORT 


Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals, Johannesburg 


THIRTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


This is a report of the Society’s activities 
during the year (ending December, 1936), 
including the provision of drinking facilities, 
collection by ambulance of animals for humane 
slaughter, and the supervision by inspectors of 
the working of the laws relating to the protection 
of animals. The Sotiety’s inspectors wear 
uniform and carry police warrants. 

The humane treatment of animals is always 
of interest to veterinary surgeons, but they will 
be particularly interested in the account of the 
plans for building a veterinary” hospital and 
clinic at which a qualified veterinary surgeon 
will attend. 

There is also an account of the by-law relating 
to the size of crates for the hawking and exhibit- 
ing of live poultry. 

The Report closes with a balance sheet and 
a list of exceptional court cases and the penalties 
imposed. It is interesting to compare these 
with the penalties of other countries. 


A. W. G. 


| 
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REVIEW National Veterinary 
|“ Evolution of the Australian Merino.” By | Medical Association of 
E, W. Cox. Published by Angus and | Great Britain and Ireland 
Robertson, Ltd., 86, Castlereagh Street, 


Sidney, 1936. In London, obtainable from 
Australian Book Co., Great Russell Street, 
W.C.1, Price 21s.] 


This is an historically interesting book. The 
importance of the modern Merino sheep, not 
only to Australia and New Zealand, but to South 
Africa, East Africa and India within the Empire, 
and to many countries outside it, is increasing. 
In the woollen industry in all its multitudinous 
ramifications, Merino wool has literally no com- 
petitor, in spite of the claims made for synthetic 
wool. 

This history of the evolution of a breed which 
has achieved such paramount importance is 
itself intrinsically interesting even if considered 
only from a philosophical point of view. 

Mr. Cox has made a comprehensive survey of 
the early introductions from various countries, 
has traced the major developments which 
led to the founding of the majority of the famous 
modern flocks, and describes in some detail the 
characteristics of each. He has devoted more 
general attention to the establishment and 
development of the sheep industry in Australia, 
and gives interesting information upon breeding 
and the influence of in-breeding, causes of 
mortality, and the probable future developments 
of the Merino. 

The book will without doubt be of the greatest 
interest and service to the actual owner of a 
Merino stud flock, but there are suggestions and 
observations made which can be read with 
advantage by anyone whose work brings him 
into contact with sheep-breeding and manage- 
ment in almost any part of the world. 

It is well printed—apart from a few accidental 
errors—and contains some 80 excellent illustra- 
tions of famous sheep, most of which are not 
available in any other publication. 


SUFFOLK HORSE SOCIETY 


Uninterrupted progress is recorded by_ the 
Suffolk Horse Society in the latest issue of the 
stud book. The new volume, the 40th, shows 
that a record number of registrations at 805 for 
1936 are 200 more than in the 30th volume, 
nearly double those of volume 20, and more than 
three times the total in volume 10. The addition 
of new members totalling 127 has brought the 
total to over 1,000. 


* * % 


The Inspectors of the Scottish Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals dealt with 
712 cases in the 25 Scottish counties in March. 


Extraordinary General Meeting 


An Extraordinary General Meeting of the 
Association was held at the Connaught Rooms, 
Great Queen Street (Kingsway), W.C.1, at 
2.30 p.m., on Tuesday, April 6th, 1937. The 
President (Captain Robert Simpson, F.R.C.v.s.., 
D.V.S.M.), occupied the Chair, and there were 
also present: Mr. W, P. Blount, Mr. H, E., 
Bywater, Captain J. C. Coleman, Professor J, F. 
Craig, Mr, D. G, Davies, Major F, L. Gooch, 
Dr. L. Jordan, Mr, R, C. Locke, Mr, J. W. 
MelIntosh, Sir John Moore, Major 8. 
Rabagliati, Captain J. R. Rider (Hon, Secre- 
tary), Mr, A, Spicer, Mr, R. Wooff and Dr. 
W. R. Wooldridge. 

Apologies for absence were received from the 
following members of the Association: Captain 


J. A. Craft, Mr. T. <A. R. Chipperfield, 
Professor Wm. C, Miller and Colonel G. K. 
Walker, 


The Secretary read the notice convening the 
meeting, which stated that the purpose of the 
meeting was to consider and, if thought fit, pass 
the subjoined resolution as a special resolu- 
tion :— 

RESOLUTION 

That the Articles of Association of the 

Association be altered in manner following :— 


(a) By deleting from Article 40. the 
words “or in his absence the immediate 
Past-President.” 

(b) By deleting from Article 49 the word 
* Past-President ” and inserting the word 
“two” before the word “ Vice-Presidents.” 

(c) By deleting Articles 50, 51 and 55 
and substituting the following new Articles 
as Articles 50 and 51 :— 

50. At each Ordinary General Meet- 
ing there shall be elected to hold office 
for the ensuing year :— 

(i) a President, and 

(ii) a Vice-President who shall be 
eligible for election as President for 
the year immediately following his 
term of oflice as Vice-President. 

51. (7) The President for pre- 
vious year shall hold office as an 
additional Vice-President for the year 
immediately following his term of office 
as President. 

(ii) The’ President* Vice- 
Presidents for the ensuing year shall 
enter upon the duties of their respec- 
tive offices at the termination of each 
Ordinary General Meeting. 
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(d) By deleting from Article 60 the 
words “ the immediate Past-President.” 

(e) By deleting from Article 74 the 
words “ the immediate Past-President.” 


The Presipent formally moved the resolution 
contained in the notice of meeting, Major 
RABAGLIATI seconding. 

The PrResipenr enquired if any member 
present had any comments to make on the 
resolution before he put it to the meeting. 

Professor Craic said that he would support 
the resolution, but before doing so he would 
like to know when it would take effect. He 
understood that a President-Elect had been 
elected for the present year. Would that affect 
his position? 

The PRESIDENT having replied in the negative, 
Professor Craic expressed his thanks, saying 
that he was glad to have that explanation of 
the position. 

Tn reply to Major Goocn, the PRESIDENT said 
that every aspect of the proposals now put 
forward in the resolution had been very fully 
considered by the Council, and it was. the 
unanimous view of the Council that the resolu- 
tion should be worded as it now was, 

The PresIDENT now put the resolution, which 
was carried unanimously, and the meeting was 
declared closed. 


Quarterly Meeting of Council 


A meeting of the Council of the Association 
followed the Extraordinary General Meeting, 
the proceedings of which are recorded above. 

The President waS in the Chair and there 
were also present: Messrs. L.S. Balls, F. 
Beckett, H. W. Steele-Bodger, A. D. J. Brennan 
and H. E. Bywater, Captain TD. Campbell, 
Captain J. (. Coleman, Professor J. F. Craig, 
Mr. P. Crosfield, Major B. DeVine, Messrs. 
J. B. Dier, C. W. Elam, J. Fox = and 
H, W.. Griffiths, Captain O. V. Gunning, 
Sir Frederick Hobday, Messrs. Howell VY. 
Hughes and H. Tudor Hughes, Major H. Kirk, 
Mr. R. C. Locke, Dr, R, Lovell, Dr. J. MeCunn, 
Messrs. J. W. MeIntosh and W. R. McKinna, 
Captain G. Dunlop Martin, Professor Wm. ©. 
Miller, Major-General Sir John Moore, Mr. W. 
Nairn, Major R. H. H, Over, Major D. §. 
Rabagliati, Captain J. R. Rider, Lieut.-Colonel 
P, J. Simpson, Messrs. J. Small, R. S. Smythe 
and Arnold Spicer, Captain W. K. Townson, 
Messrs. A. H. Watson, T, Wilson and T. 
Wilkinson, Professor G. H. Wooldridge and Dr. 
W. R. Wooldridge, together with Mr, C. O. 
Langley (Solicitor) and Mr. F. Knight 


(Secretary). 
The minutes of the January meeting of 


Council and those of the Special Meeting of 
Council held at the Conway Hall on January 
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28th, having been published in the Veterinary 
Record, were taken as read and signed as correct. 

Arising from the minutes, a letter dated 
January 11th, 1937, from the Home Secretary, 
Sir John Simon, was read. This was in the 
following terms :— 


“T have had the honour to lay before 
the King the loyal Address of the President, 
Council and members of the National 
Veterinary Medical Association of Great 
Britain and Treland on the occasion of His 
Majesty’s Accession to the Throne, and I 
have been commanded by the King to 
convey to you, as President of the Associa- 
tion, His Majesty’s deep appreciation of 
the sentiments of loyalty and devotion to 
which it gives expression.” 


The letter was greeted with applause. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


(1) From the following members of Council, 
apologising for absence: Professor G. F. Boddie, 
Mr. H. S. Caldwell, Mr. T. A. R. Chipperfield, 
Captain J. A. Craft, Mr. P. F, Dolan, Mr. 
Arthur Gofton, Mr. ©. R. Golledge, Mr. S. F. J. 
Hodgman, Mr. E. F. McCleery, Mr. R. Barons 
Nelder, Professor J. J. O'Connor, Mr. Charles E. 
Perry, Mr. J. W. Pritchard, Mr. E. Brayley 
Reynolds, Mr. G. <A. Sangster, Mr. H. M. 
Salusbury, Mr. H. P. Standley, senr., Major 
J. H. Taylor, Captain G. C. Webster and 
the Hon. Treasurer (Captain W. G. Wragg). 

(2) From the Secretary of the Agricultural 
Research Council, dated January 25th. In this 
letter, which was not for publication in detail, 
the Secretary of the Agricultural Research 
Council eulogised the review of the report of 
that body appearing in the Veterinary Record 
of January 16th, stating that it was the best 
review of their publication which he had seen 
in the Press. The writer also referred in most 
appreciative terms to the editorial on ‘‘ Some 
Aspects of the Organisation of Agricultural 
Research ” accompanying the review, which he 
described as expressing an aim with which his 
Council was identified, namely, to bring about 
“a better state of affairs than exists at present 
in connection with the veterinary profession,” 
though his Council had, from the nature of its 
reference, concern mainly with the research 
side of the profession. He was confident that a 
period of mutual co-operation would ensue. 

The PRESIDENT commented that he was sure 
that the members of Council would be gratified 
to have that letter and to hear the compliment 
that had been paid to the editorial to which it 
referred. (Applause. ) 

(3) From the National Association for the 
Prevention of Tuberculosis, inviting the attend- 
ance of delegates from the N.V.M.A. at the 
Twenty-third Annual Conference of the former 
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body to be held at Bristol from July 1st to 3rd, 
1937. 

On the proposition of Major De VINE, 
seconded by Professor WooLpRIDGE, it was 
agreed that a delegate be appointed and that 
the delegate be the President or his nominee. 

(4) From Mr. J. W. Hall Masheter, of 
Newnham-on-Severn. Speaking to this letter, 
the Presipent said that this was a very lengthy 
communication, in which Mr. Hall Masheter 
expressed his views in regard to the present 
and future position of the veterinary profession 
in agricultural districts, especially with refer- 
ence to the development of the local authority 
service. As members of the Council were aware, 
there was a Special Committee appointed by 
that Council to deal with that particular ques- 
tion, and he was going to ask the Council if 
they would agree to that letter being referred 
to that Special Committee. 

The Council expressed assent. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE ASSOCIATION 

The Secrerary reported the number of 
members on the register of the Association at 
March 31st, 1937, at 1,837. 

Obituary.— Proceeding, the Secretary read 
the obituary list as follows, the members up- 
standing meanwhile: Miss Aleen Cust, Major 
Hi. G. Lepper and Major L. Lyne Dixson. 

Resignations.—The Secretary reported the 
receipt of letters of resignation from Mr. Arthur 
Whicher, of Bexhill-on-Sea—whose partner (he 
added) had become a member of the Association 
on Mr. Whicher’s resignation—and Mr. George 
Dykes, of Glasgow. It was unanimously agreed 
that Mr. Dykes be asked to reconsider his 
decision to resign. 

Election of New Members.—'The names of the 
following gentlemen were put forward as 
members of the Association: Messrs. E. F. 
Hardwick (Northallerton), B. Adams 
(Dublin), K. P. Anderson (Edinburgh), M. 
Baird (Bath), W. F. Barton (Brentwood), 
B. R. Body (Lieut.-Colonel, Horse Guards), 
B. Brown (Knutsford), J. Condy 
(Aughnacloy), J. Currie (Worcester), F. T. 
Day (Newmarket), John Drummond (Burton- 
on-Trent, G. M. Gates (Arundel), J. 
Gillespie (Sudan), A. Green (R.A.V.C.), 
H. EK. C. Ham (Chipping Sodbury), H. 
Harbour (Tanganyika), A. W. Hart (Marl- 
borough), J. G. K. Henderson (Sutton Cold- 
field), R. W. Kingsley Kefford (Newbury), 
HW. N. Kennedy (Truro), J. Kyne (Galway), 
J. R. Lawson (Ministry), J. W. G. Leiper 
(Wheathampstead), Thomas W. Lepper 
(Aylesbury), P. F. MeCann (Barnsley), D. B. 
Macmaster (Denbigh), K. O'Sullivan (Birming- 
him), D. C. Phillips (Northaw), J. McWilliam 
(Nantwich), John Maffey  (Thundersley), 
F. J. V. Mayne (Auchterarder), A. J. E. 
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Needham (Liverpool), M. Savage (Oxford), 
R. Sillars (Arran), Henry Sumner (Liverpool). 
H. Sumpter (Hackbridge), <A. Waldron 
(Dublin), W. Wardrop (Rotherham), W. J. B. 
Watson (Putney), A. W. A. Weir (Cheam), 
M. White (Kdinburgh) and R. A. Wright 
(Forest Hill). 

The Presipent said that before the election 
of those members was proceeded with, he 
thought he should draw the attention of members 
of Council to the fact that the first-named 
person might require some consideration. 

Major RABAGLIATI moved that the Council go 
into committee to consider this matter, 

Dr. Woo seconded, and the proposi- 
tion was carried unanimously. 

Upon resumption of open meeting, it was 
resolved, by 23 votes to 16, that Mr. E. F. 
Hardwick be elected. The remaining 
nominees were unanimously elected into mem- 
bership of the Association. 

The Secretary informed the Council that the 
membership now stood at 1872—a_ record 
number—and that therefore it only required a 
further 128 members for the total to be that 
which was specifically aimed at by the Presi- 
dent during his year of office, namely, 2,000 
members. 


Reports of Standing Committees 


Organising Committee 


The report of the Organising Committee was 
read as follows by its CHarrMAN (the Hon. 
Secretary), who moved its reception and 
adoption, Professor Mircuett seconding the 
motion :— 


A meeting of the Organising Committee was 
held at 36, Gordon Square, WL on Monday, 
April 5th, with Captain J. R. Rider in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

The committee was informed of the present 
position with regard to the question of veterinary 
assistance and other matters connected with the 
Leeds Clinic, but that the arrangements for the 
meeting with those concerned had still to be 
settled. 

In connection with the proposed establishment 
of a central clinic in Sheffield, it was learned 
from letters received from the Hon. Secretary 
of the North Midland Division that a meeting 
between representatives of the Division and the 
local branch of the R.S.P.C.A. had taken place, 
with the result that a sub-committee, which 
included two members of the Division, had been 
formed to arrive at a working arrangement, 

Arising out of certain Press announcements 
describing recent activities of the P.D.S.A., the 
committee was informed that this Society was 
now spending large sums annually in the pay- 
ment of veterinary fees. As a consequence, it 
was decided to enquire of the P.D.S.A. whether 
it was now their policy to employ veterinary 
— in the work of their clinics. 

he committee approved a letter published in 
a West Country paper, which had been sent at 
the request of a member who had drawn atten- 
tion to an appeal appearing therein for funds 
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for the purpose of providing treatment for the 
animals of poor persons, 

Having heard a letter from the Ministry of 
Agriculture in reference to the inquiry addressed 
to the Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research, whether they are aware of any arrange- 
ments being made for the preparation in this 
country of drugs for the treatment of animal 
diseases which at present are only produced on 
the Continent, the committee decided to take up 
the matter with the Pharmaceutical Society. 

With regard to a suggestion put forward by 
Major Kirk that the Association should make 
representations to the Home Office urging that 
the penalty of imprisonment should be imposed 
on persons found guilty of wanton and inexcus- 
able cruelty to animals, while the committee was 
in entire sympathy with the object which Major 
Kirk had in raising this matter, it was pointed 
out that the Home Secretary, in response to 
questions in the House of Commons, had stated 
that magistrates already have power to inflict 
such penalty and that it is for the convicting 
court to decide, in its discretion, what is the 
proper penalty to impose in any particular case 
within the maximum allowed by law. It was 
agreed, however, that in the event of any further 
serious case of cruelty coming to light, 
it be left to the discretion of the President to 
decide whether the Home Office should’ be 
in the manner suggested. 

t was agreed to refer to the Editorial Com- 
mittee a request from the Manufacturing Chemist 
for an article on the control of the production 
and marketing of biological and other proprie- 
tary products for veterinary use. 

The motion was carried without discussion, 
the PresipENnt, however, assuring Major Kirk 
that the report was read in full purely for the 
information of the Council and would be edited 
prior to publication, as were the reports of all 


the committees. 


Parliamentary Committee 

Captain (Chairman) read and 
moved the reception and adoption of the follow- 
ing report, the motion being seconded by Mr. 
Tupor HuGHEs :— 


A meeting of the Parliamentary Committee 
was held at 36, Gordon Square, on Tuesday, 
April 6th, with Captain J. C. Coleman in the 
Chair. 

Correspondence was read which had_ taken 
place between the Association and the Minister 
of Agriculture and also between the Parlia- 
mentary Science Committee and the same 
Minister with regard to the Association’s request 
for representation of the profession on the 
proposed Livestock Advisory Committee. 

e Committee were pleased to learn from the 
final letter received by the Parliamentary Science 
Committee from the Minister’s Private Secretary 
that these representations would not be over- 
looked when the formation of this main 
committee and various advisory committees was 
actually under consideration, 

~The suggestion was adopted that the names 
of the members of the Standing Committee now 
considering the Livestock Industry Bill should 
be obtained with a view to their being 
approached individually in the matter. ; 

Correspondence on the same subject which 
had passed between the Government of Northern 
Ireland and the Association was also read. 

Consideration was given to a letter from the 


Scottish Branch proposing that further efforts 
be made to secure the restriction of the sale of 
tuberculin to members of the medical and veter- 
inary professions. In this connection, the 
Secretary read the correspondence which had 
passed between the Association and the Ministry 
of Agriculture in 1936, which showed that the 
Ministry had no power to make Orders for the 
restriction of the possession or use of veterinary 
therapeutic substances nor to regulate their sale. 
_In view of a_ subsequent letter from the 
Secretary of the Scottish Branch it was decided 
to defer full consideration of this matter till 
he could be present at a meeting of the com- 
mittee and the Secretary was instructed to 
secure in the meanwhile information on any 
measures adopted in the Irish Free State for the 
control of these substances. 

A letter was read from the Secretary of the 
Local Government and Public Health Consolida- 
tion Committee stating that that committee have 
at present under consideration the law relating 
to food, including Sections 116-119 of the Public 
Health Act, 1875, and that the previous represen- 
tations of the Association in this connection are 
being borne in mind. 


There being no discussion, the motion was 
carried. 


Appointments Committee 


The report of this committee was read by 
Major DrVine (Chairman), who moved _ its 
reception and adoption :— 


_The Appointments Committee met at 36, 
Gordon Square, W.C.1, on Monday, April 5th, 
Major DeVine occupying the Chair. 

he minutes of the previous meeting were 
taken as read and signed as correct. 

The committee had before it the comments of 
certain of the Directors of Colonial Veterinary 
Services on the letter received by the Association 
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies 
in which the Minister announced his decision 
not to revive the post of Adviser on Animal 
Health to the Colonial Office. 

As _ these replies strongly supported the 
Association’s view that this post should’ be 
re-established, the committee decided to request 
the Minister to receive personally a deputation 
from the Association and, subject to his 
acquiescence, that the deputation be composed 
of the President, Major Brennan DeVine and 
Dr. W. R. Wooldridge. In the event, however, 
of this proposal being rejected, it was agreed 
that the matter be referred to the Parliamentary 
Science Committee. 

Consideration was given to a communication 
from a member questioning the acceptance for 
insertion in the Association’s journal of advertise- 
ments for Assistant Veterinary Officers to work 
under a person who accepted a post “ banned ” 
as not conforming to the scale ef salaries laid 
down by the Association. 

The committee felt that the only_ practicable 
policy was for each appointment to be individu- 
ally considered on the basis whether it accorded 
with the Association’s scale or not, without 
reference to other veterinary posts under the 
same authority. 

While on the subject of “ banned” appoint- 
ments, the committee desires to recommend that 
no one who accepts such an appointment should 
be permitted to join the Association till five 
years afterwards. 


Major Kirk said that he would like to ask, 
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with regard to the paragraph which stated that 
any veterinary surgeon who took a post at a 
salary below that for such a post laid down in 
the Association’s scale should not be allowed to 
join the Association for a period of five years, 
what happened in the case of a man who was 
already a member of the Association. 

Major DeVine replied that, as the members 
of Council all knew, it had been the policy of 
the Association, if a man defied the Association 
by taking what was known as a banned post, 
automatically he was asked to retire from 
membership. 

Major Kirk: “Is he asked to retire for five 
years and then come in again?” 

Professor WOOLDRIDGE said, was it not the 
point that if a member applied for a banned 
post and the Association rejected him, then 
they rejected him for life, but after five years 
they could consider admitting him if he applied 
for membership? 

Major DeVine observed that the Appoint- 
ments Committee felt that what action should 
be taken in the future in regard to that matter 
was not their responsibility but that of the 
Council. 

Major RasBacuiati asked if that matter should 
not have been put to the Council direct. 

The PrReEsiIpENT replied that that was a 
recommendation from the Appointments Com- 
mittee to Council. 

Mr. McInrosu said that his own view was 
that once an individual had been banned for 
not conforming to the rules of the Association 
he should not in five years be admitted again 
into membership of the N.V.M.A. It was a 
matter of great importance to the profession as 
a whole that members should stick together and 
maintain the unity that members of the profes- 
sion should observe. In view of that, he felt 
that it should be left an open question and that 
the Council could decide, without specifying any 
period of years, whether they would admit such 
an applicant. 

Major MATTINSON said that he thought accept- 
ance should be decided by a_ two-thirds or 
three-quarters majority before a person was 
elected to membership, 

Mr. McInrosn moved “that the last para- 
graph be deleted from the report.” 

Major Kirk seconded the motion, which was 
carried nem. con., and the report thus amended 
was adopted. 

Major DeVinE asked, on a point of order, if, 
in the event of such a case as that referred to 
in the last paragraph of the report coming 
before the Appointments Committee, it should 
be referred to the Council in future, 

The Presipent: “Such an application for 
admission would come direct to the Council and 
it will be for the Council to deal with it on its 
merits.” 


Major DeVine: “ That leaves the Appoint- 
ments Committee free from that responsibility?’ 

The PRESIDENT: “ Yes.” 

Major DreVine: Thank you 
(Laughter. ) 


very much.” 


Veterinary Officers’ and Publie Health 
Committee 


This report was read as follows by the 
(‘HAIRMAN of the committee (Major Rabagliati), 
the motion being seconded by Mr. WILKINSON : 


The Veterinary Officers’ and Public Health 
Committee met at 36, Gordon Square, W.C.1, on 
Tuesday, April 6th, 1937, with Major D. S. 
Rabagliati in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

Further consideration given to_ the 
arrangements made by the loucestershire 
County Council with regard to the tuberculin 
testing of herds under the Milk (Special 
Designations) Order, 1936, with particular refer- 
ence to the information that in any case where 
a licensee desires that a post-licence test shall 
be made by his own veterinary surgeon the 
County Committee will approve of the employ- 
ment of any qualified veterinary surgeon for the 
purpose, provided that the date and time of the 
examinations shall be_ previously fixed by 
arrangement with the Chief Veterinary Officer 
who shall be present at the examinations and 
the licensee shall pay to the county council the 
prescribed fee of 2s. 6d. per animal per annum. 

It was agreed that enquiries should be made 
as to the County Council’s authority for asking 
the farmer to pay such a fee for the attendance 
of the Chief Veterinary Officer when the testing 
is done by the practitioner, and that if necessary 
the county council be asked to receive a 
deputation on the matter, the members of the 
deputation to be the Chairman of the committee 
(Major Rabagliati), Mr. Beckett and Major 
Duncan. 

The committee received a tabulated summary 
of the replies so far received to the question- 
naire on local methods of administering the 
Milk (Special Designations) Order, 1936, and the 
“ Accredited ” Herd Scheme. The views of the 
committee were obtained as to the further steps 
they wished taken with the object of making this 
summary complete. 

Arising out of the consideration of this sum- 
mary, the committee was informed that the 
Southern Counties Division would shortly be 
formulating proposals for the development of 
the “ Accredited ” Herds Scheme in Dorset, and 
would be sending these to the N.V.M.A. for 
approval and support. 

The Chairman of the committee was given 
power to take whatever action he deemed 
necessary upon the receipt of. these proposals, 
including the ——. of a deputation to the 
Dorset County Council. 

A communication was read from Mr. J. W. 
Hall Masheter objecting to the advice given in 
a published answer to a query addressed to an 
agricultural journal, together with a reply 
received by him from the Editor of the publica- 
lion in question. nee 

The receipt was reported from the Ministry 
of Agriculture of copies of the latest Register 
of Attested Herds. 

On the suggestion of the Chairman of the 


committee, the words “ Tuberculin Tested” 
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were substituted for “ Accredited Herds ” in the 
sixth paragraph of the report. With this 
amendment, the report was adopted. 


Finance and General Purposes Committee 


The following Reports of meetings of the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee, 
copies of which had been circulated to all 
members of Council, were received, 


Meeting held January 18th, 1937, with the 
President in the Chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were 
read and signed as correct, 

Arising from the minutes, the following corre- 
spondence was read:— 

(a) From the Secretary of the Royal Veterinary 
College thanking the Association for its contribu- 
tion of 100 guineas towards the sum required 
to complete the Surgical and Large Animals’ 
accommodation at the College and intimatin 
that this generous donation would be reporte 
to the Executive Council of the College at its 
next meeting. 

(b) From the Secretary of State for Scotland 
stating that while he appreciated the desire of 
the Association to extend the usefulness of the 
committee on veterinary education, he felt that, 
in view of the nature of the problems the 
committee had been asked to enquire into, their 
interests would best be served by the appoint- 
ment in place of the late Sir John Robertson 
of a member of the medical profession with 
similar experience of the administration of public 
health services. 

In this connection, the committee approved the 
reply sent to this letter and also a_ further 
communication addressed to the Minister of 
Agriculture in support of the view of the com- 
mittee that a member of the profession with 
lengthy public health experience should be 
chosen to fill this vacancy. 

(c) A further letter.sent by the Chairman of 
the Parliamentary Science Committee to the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies again urgin 
the desirability of the addition of a member o 
the veterinary profession to the Committee on 
Nutrition in the Colonies, as previously recom- 
mended by the Association. 

(d) From the Secretary of the Kennel Club 
stating that the Association’s further representa- 
tions would be considered at a meeting to be 
held on January 19th. The letter sent to the 
Kennel Club was read to the committee and 
approved. 

(e) From the Secretary of the Faculty of 
Architects and Surveyors stating that the com- 
plaint made by the Association with regard to 
the unauthorised issue of a circular to members 
of the N.V.M.A., ———- to arrange motor 
insurances on terms similar to those available 
under the N.V.M.A. Scheme, would be reported 
to the appropriate committee of that body. 


New Premises.—In connection with the ques- 
tion of new premises, consideration was given 
to a letter from Messrs. Alaway and Partners 
offering the lease of No. 36, Gordon Square, 
W.C.1, for the sum of £2,500. In addition the 
committee had before them Mr, Langley’s report 
on the lease and details which had been circu- 
lated showing the probable financial effects in 
the event of this lease being taken over by the 
Association. 

After discussion, in the course of which the 
views of several members unable to attend the 
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meeting were read, it was unanimously decided 
to recommend to the Council— 

“That the Association proceed to acquire 
possession of the lease of No. 36, Gordon Square, 
subject to a satisfactory Surveyor’s report eing 
obtained; that the services of a Surveyor be 
engaged, and that this recommendation, together 
with the financial details upon which it is based, 
be circulated to the Council with notice of a 
Special Meeting, this to be held at 5.15 p.m., on 

_London Traffic (Slow-moving Traffic) Regula- 
tions, 1937.—A letter was 
Roads Department of the Ministry of Transport, 
forwarding a copy of the London Traffic (Slow- 
moving Traffic) Regulations, dated January 4th, 
193 It was the feeling of the committee that 
no Lge action could usefully be taken in this 
matter, 

Proceedings of the N.V.M.A.—A letter was 
received from Mr, J. W. Hall Masheter suggesting 
that a —Tt of the proceedings of the 
N.V.M.A. should be published at the end of each 
year. 

The committee took the view that Mr. 
Masheter’s — was already met in the 
publication of the Annual Report, but agreed 
that the question of amplifying these reports 
should be explored with the object of meeting 
his views to that extent. 

Funds for Veterinary Education and Research. 
—A letter was read to the committee which 
Mr. Steele Bodger had addressed to the Secretary 
of the Institute of the Horse and Pony Club, 
Lid. While it was considered that Mr. Steele 
Bodger had quite properly raised the question 
of the scope of this appeal in view of the efforts 
being made to raise funds in aid of the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, the committee did not 
think that the appeal launched by the Club was 
one in which the N.V.M.A, could take any action 
at the moment. 

Veterinary Benevolent Societies.—Authority 
was given for the payment of the annual 
subscription of 20 guineas to the Victoria Veter- 
inary Benevolent Fund, and of a similar amount 
to the National Veterinary Benevolent and 
— Defence Society in aid of its benevolent 
work. 


Emergency Meeting held February 18th, 1937, 
with the President in the Chair. 

Departmental Committee on Veterinary Educa- 
tion.—-The committee dealt first with the letter 
from the Ministry of Agriculture which had led 
to this emergency meeting being called, in which 
the Association was invited to appoint representa- 
tives to give evidence before the Departmental 
Committee on Veterinary Education on Wednes- 
day, March 3rd, and to supply in advance a 
short précis of the evidence which it proposes 
to offer. 

After letters from Major DeVine and the Hon. 
Secretary had been submitted, #t was agreed 
that the Ministry’s invitation be accepted, and 
that the representatives of the Association be the 
President, the President-Elect (Captain. D. 
Campbell), Mr. H. W. Steele Bodger. Mr. E, P. 
Edwards, Major Brennan DeVine, Mr. Arthur 
Gofton, Captain S. J. Motton, Major D. 3S. 
Rabagliati, the Hon, Secretary (Captain J. R. 
Rider) and Dr. W. R. Wooldridge. i 

The committee also discussed the nature of 
the evidence to be given, and it was agreed 
that as a first step the —— representatives 
should be consulted and that a suggested state- 
ment should then be prepared for consideration 
at a preliminary meeting. 
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Minutes of Previous Meeting—The minutes of 
the previous meeting, having been circulated, 
were taken as read and signed by the Chairman. 

Arising from the minutes, correspondence was 
received as follows:— 

(i) From the Private Secretaries to the Minister 
of Agriculture and the Secretary of State for 
Scotland acknowledging receipt of the Associa- 
tion’s further letters urging that the vacancy on 
the Committee on Veterinary Education caused 
by the death of Sir John Robertson should be 
filled by the appointment of a member of the 
velerinary profession, and intimating that the 
views of the Association in support of this would 
be brought to the notice of the Ministers. 

(ii) Copy of a further letter received by_ the 
Chairman of the Parliamentary Science Com- 
mittee in which the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies promised to pass on to the appropriate 
committee of the Economic Advisory Council 
the new points put forward by Sir Arnold 
Wilson in renewing the Association’s request 
that a member or members of the veterinary 
profession be added to the committee appointed 
to advise on nutritional matters in the Colonial 
Empire, 

(iii) From the Secretary of the Kennel Club 
stating that since the matter was first raised by 
the Association it had been decided to review 
the policy of the club in connection with the 
permission of persons to award Challenge Certifi- 
cates and adding that the Association would be 
advised of their decision in due course. 

(iv) From the Faculty of Architects and Sur- 
veyors intimating that the complaint lodged by 
the Association against one of their members 
who had issued an unauthorised circular in 
connection with the N.V.M.A. motor insurance 
scheme had been considered, but regretting that 
the Council of that body could take no action 
on the Association’s complaint because while 
the rules of conduct of the Faculty prohibit 
circularising for business in respect of archi- 
tectural and surveying work, it was not possible 
to interfere in the methods of carrying on any 
other business in which the member may be 
engaged, 

It was agreed that the warning notice which 
had appeared in the Velerinary Record should 
be repeated by arrangement with the Editorial 
Committee and that the matter then be allowed 
to drop. 

(v) Letters expressing their sincere gratitude 
for the Association’s donation for 1937 were read 
from the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund 
and Mutual Defence Society. 


Royal Veterinary College—A communication 
was submitted from the Secretary of the Royal 
Veterinary College stating, on the instructions of 
the Chairman of the Executive Council, that 
the whole question of the terms of appointment 
of the College staff would be discussed by the 
Council in the not distant future, and promising 
that the views of the Association that a greater 
measure of security should be_ given to the 
members of the teaching staff would then receive 
consideration. The letter added that’ the 
Secretary had every reason to believe that the 
Council of the College would be entirely 
sympathetic with the views expressed in the 
Association’s letter of January 8th. 

As Mr. H. W. Dawes, who served on the Board 
of Governors as one of the nominees of the 
Association, had been elected to the Council of the 
College, it was resolved that he be supplied 
with a copy of this correspondence and that he 
be asked to watch the matter in the interests 
of the Association. 


Sale of Stock.—The Secretary reported that the 
following stock had been sold on the advice of 
the brokers usually employed by the Association, 
in order to raise the £2,000 required towards 
the purchase of the lease of 36, Gordon Square— 
£903 17s. 4d. 24 per cent. Consols; £92 Js. 11d. 
33 per cent. Conversion; £1,000 5 per cent. 
Conversion, 

Report of Premises Sub-Committee. — The 
following report of the Premises Sub-Committee 
was read and adopted:— 

_The Premises Sub-Committee met on 
February 18th, there being present the 
President (in_the Chair), ajor Hamilton 
Kirk, Mr. J. W. McIntosh and Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge. 

_ A letter was read from Gray’s Inn agree- 
ing to release the Association from _ its 
undertaking to enter into a new lease of 2, 
Verulam Buildings front March 25th provided 
a suitable tenant could be found before that 
date and the Inn are not put to expense by 
the change. 

Mr. Hubert Lidbetter,  F.R.1.B.4., whom 
Gray’s Inn would be willing to accept as 
tenant, attended the meeting with a view to 
coming to an arrangement with the sub- 
committee about decorations and the rent 
which will have to be met until he can take 
over the premises at mid-summer. 

It was agreed with Mr. Lidbetter that he 
should arrange a lease with Gray’s Inn to 
date from March 25th and that the Associa- 
tion should be responsible for rent and rates 
until the end of April. 

With regard to decorations, this matter 
was left over —s an arrangement being 
arrived at with the Inn as to dilapidations. 


36, GorRDON SQUARE 


The sub-committee learned that Mr. 
Langley had arranged with the Solicitors 
acting for the vendor that the purchase 
of the lease of 36, Gordon Square should be 
completed on March 25th, but had before 
them a letter received direct from the vendor 
in which he asked that this should be 
changed to March 1st in view of the heavy 
expenditure he had undertaken in providing 
cloakroom accommodation to the require- 
ments of the Association. 

It was agreed that the date 
fixed be adhered to and that the vendor be 
asked to arrange for all alterations and 
decorations to be completed before then, 
these to be carried out to the satisfaction of 
the Association. 

With regard to the insurance of the 
property against fire, for which the Associa- 
tion will be responsible as soon as_ the 
contract for taking over the lease is signed, 
the sub-committee understand from Mr. 
Langley that the building is at present 
insured with the Sun Assurance Office for 
£5,000 at an annual premium of £5 4s, 2d. 
renewable at Christmas, and approves his 
suggestion that this policy be continued in 
the name of the Association by arrangement 
with the vendor. 

The insurance of office furniture, etc., was 
left in the hands of the Secretary. 

The Secretary: reported to the sub- 
committee that at an interview with the 
Steward of the Bedford Estate he had been 
told that two additional clauses would be 
added to the lease on assignment, 

(i) That no goods either in_bulk or 
by sample shall be received at or 
distributed from No. 36, Gordon Square. . 
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(ii) That no meetings shall be held 
after 7 o’clock. 
_ The comments of the  Association’s 
Solicitor with regard to these two new 
Clauses were read to the sub-committee. 

It was felt that while these restrictions 
would seriously interfere with the 
activities of the Association, the Bedford 
Estate should be pressed to allow meetings to 
be held to a later hour, 

Two estimates for electrical work were 
submitted. It was agreed to accept the 
quotation of Mr. H. Boot. 

It was left to the Chairman to accept 

whichever estimate for removal of office 
furniture, etc., he deemed the most 
favourable. 
_ The sub-committee then proceeded to 36, 
Gordon Square and arranged with a 
representative of the vendors for the decora- 
tions to the basement, ground and first floors 
to be completed, subject to further consulta- 
tion with Dr. Wooldridge, Major Kirk and 
Mr. McIntosh, 

The sub-committee further recommends :— 

(a) That the rooms on the ground floor— 
general office, secretary’s office and cloak- 
room—be covered with linoleum, and _ that 
the stairs up to the first floor and the first 
floor landing be covered with a_ suitable 
matting. 

(b) That it be given authority to purchase 
such additional furniture and fittings as it 
may consider are required. 

(c) That a caretaker be engaged at a 
weekly wage of approximately 10s. a week 
with free accommodation and light. 

Finally, it was aeress that the Secretary 
should confer with Messrs. Alaway and 
Partners regarding sub-letting. 


Libel Insurance.—The Committee agreed to the 
Chairman having referred to the Solicitor a new 
“Libel Compromised Settlement Clause” which 
the Underwriters wished to insert in the new 
policy against libel. As it was understood that 
such a clause was now being added to all 
similar policies arranged with the Underwriters, 
and Mr. Langley saw no serious objection to it, 
the Chairman’s action in authorising the renewal 
of this insurance with Messrs. S. H. Cannon and 
Co., for a further year from February 17th was 
approved. 

At the suggestion of Dr. Wooldridge, it was 
agreed that this “ Libel Compromised Settle- 
ment Clause”’ should be brought to the notice 
of the Editorial Committee for its information. 

Corporation Duty.—Correspondence with the 
auditors was read in reference to the Secretary’s 
enquiry whether the Association could secure 
exemption under Section 29 of the last Finance 
Act which freed the property of a trade union 
or trade protection society from the payment of 
Corporation Duty. In the light of the enquiries 
made by the auditors, the committee accepted 
their view that it would be difficult to substan- 
tiate a claim that the N.V.M.A. came under this 
category. 


A third report was received from the Finance 
and General Purposes Committee, and was read 
by the Secretary as follows:— 

A further meeting of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee was_ held at 36, Gordon 
Square, on Monday, April 5th, with the President 
in the Chair, 
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The minutes of the previous meeting, having 
been circulated, were taken as read and signed 
as correct, 

It was reported that the representatives of the 
committee had resented the  Association’s 
evidence to the Departmental Committee on 
Veterinary Education and were now engaged in 
compiling supplementary statements for that 
committee, 

In this connection, a letter was read from 
the Ministry of Agriculture advising that Dr. 
W. L. Burgess, Medical Officer of Health, Dundee, 
and Dr. W. R. Wooldridge had been appointed 
as members of this Departmental Committee. 

The committee received a further report from 
the Premises Sub-Committee on the steps taken 
to date to furnish and equip the new quarters of 
the Association. In this report, it was stated that 
after very full consideration the retention of the 
second floor for the use of the Association was 
deemed to be advisable and that only the top 
floor and attic space should, therefore, be sub- 
let. With this the full committee agreed and 
has pleasure in reporting that a tenant for the 
spare accommodation has been secured who is 
willing to enter into a lease for five years from 
May 1st at a rental of £150 per annum inclusive 
of rates and central heating. 

The Premises Sub-Committee was authorised to 
purchase further equipment, while the question 
of Coronation decorations was left to the discre- 
tion of the President. 


Meeting Between Representatives of the 
Association and Committee of the Kennel Club.— 
The following report was received:- 

The deputation appointed for the purpose, 
consisting of Professor Wooldridge, Major 
Kirk and Mr. Hodgman, met a committee 
of the Kennel Club at 84, Piccadilly, W.1, 
at noon on Tuesday, March 16th,’ with 
reference to the awarding of Kennel Club 
Challenge Certificates by veterinary surgeons, 

Mr. Croxton Smith, who _ presided 
explained the procedure followed by the 
Kennel Club in this matter. After full 
discussion, the Association’s deputation was 
informed that the General Committee of the 
Kennel Club would consider the proposal 
put forward by the former that a statement 
should be issued and the suggestion that 
it should state—‘“ That there is no ban on 
members of the veterinary profession as 
such, but that nominations of veterinary 
surgeons to award Challenge Certificates 
would be considered on their individual 


merits.” The Association would be advised: 


of the decision of the General Committee of 
the Kennel Club.* 


In regard to a letter from the Australian Veter- 
inary Association seeking special terms for copies 
of the Veterinary Record supplied to their mem- 
bers, the committee is making further_inquiries 
before making a recommendation to Council. 

It was agreed to ask brokers’ advice on the 
question of capitalising the increase in_ the 
market value of the Association’s investments by 
selling its present holdings and re-investing the 
proceeds in other stocks. 

It was decided to take action through the 
county court for the recovery of membership 
subscriptions for 1936. 


“In this connection, a_ letter 
received by the Association from the Kennel 
Club is published in our Notes columns.—Editor. 
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The Hon. Treasurer submitted a report on the 
Financial Statement for January and February 
and was given authorily to pay outstanding 
liabilities. 

The Presipent, replying to Professor CRraic, 
said that there would be borne in mind the 
suggestion that as soon as the evidence was 
complete which was to be laid by the Associa- 
tion before the Committee on Veterinary Educa- 
tion it should be circulated to members. of 
Council for their information, 

The PrEsIpENT then moved the adoption of 
these reports, the motion being carried without 
dissent. 


Editorial Committee 

Dr, Woo._prince (Chairman) said that the 
report of this committee had been circulated : 
he moved its reception and adoption subject to 
the deletion of a paragraph which he specified. 

Major Kirk seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 

It may be said with some confidence that the 
outstanding feature of the work of the Editorial 
Committee during the quarter has been the 
publication of material in the leading articles 
section and the columns devoted to the reviews 
of reports, reflecting the strong view of the 

rofession that adequate representation should 
ye secured upon all bodies the work of which 
has any association whatever with the activities 
and interests of the veterinary profession. It 
is gratifying to have had recent evidence that 
the efforts of the committee in this field are 
meeting with success, also’ that a 
reciprocal desire for co-operation been 
expressed. In the latter connection there may 
be instanced the receipt of a letter from the 
Secretary of the Agricultural Research Council 
in appreciation of the review appearing in the 
Velerinary Record of the Report of the Council 
for the years 1933-35 and stressing agreement 
with the views propounded in the editorial, 
written in connection therewith, regarding the 
value of co-operation between the veterinary 

rofession the Agricultural Research 
youncil. 

Due prominence has been given by article and 
illustration to the importance and _ significance 
of the transference of the Secretarial and 
Editorial Offices from Verulam Buildings to 
Gordon Square, involving as this move has dong 
the acquisition by the Association of a House 
of its own. Under these circumstances it is 
particularly pleasing to be able to record. that 
the volume of sales and advertisements continues 
to show an upward trend, 

Mr. T. A. h Chipperfield having intimated 
his inabilily to attend the meetings of the 
committee, it is recommended that Major R. C. G. 
Hancock be elected to fill the vacancy caused 
by his resignation. 

In conformity with the resolution from the 
Council, the committee has considered the 
desirability of discontinuing the granting of 
honoraria for clinical articles. The decision 
arrived at was that these honoraria be discon- 
tinued as it was definitely shown that throughout 
the considerable period during which such 
grants were made there had been no improve- 
ment in the volume of material submitted for the 
clinical section of the Veterinary Record. It is 
hoped that it is more than a welcome coincidence 
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that since this decision was arrived at and 
notified in the Association’s journal, the number 
of clinical articles submitted for consideration 
by the committee has shown a very substantial 
increase, which it is earnestly hoped will be 
maintained, 

Arising out of the receipt from the Secretary 
of a Division of a paper presented at one of 
its meetings, which on consideration by two 
referees on behalf of the committee was found 
unsuitable for insertion, it was resolved to 
recommend to the Council that a ruling be given 
that the committee is not committed to give 
publication in_the Veterinary Record to papers 
presented to Divisional meetings. In the event 
of such a ruling being received, a letter will be 
addressed to the Divisions accordingly and 
stating that every such paper must be submitted 
to the usual procedure of reference to one or 
more referees and that its publication in the 
Veterinary Record is not guaranteed. ; 

It has been decided by the committee that in 
future the use of the words “state salary 
required” shall be permitted in the advertise- 
ments of practitioners seeking assistants or 

The committee desire to take this opportunity 
of expressing their appreciation of the action 
of the President in attending its meetings when- 
ever he is in town and for, much valued 
additional assistance in connection with veter- 
inary public health matters. 

The Presipent said that he thought that 
would be a suitable opportunity upon which he 
might, as he felt he should do, on behalf of the 
Council, congratulate the Chairman of the 
Editorial Committee on his co-option as a 
member of the Departmental Committee on 
Veterinary Education. He was sure that the 
appointment of Dr, Wooldridge to that com- 
inittee would give members of Council great 
pleasure, (Hear, hear.) 

Dr. WooLpripGe having made acknowledg- 
ment of the compliment, Professor WOOLDRIDGE 
asked if it was too late to compliment the 
{ditorial Committee on their work that had 
produced the eulogy whieh was referred to 


earlier that afternoon. 
The Presipent: “I am sure we all agree 


with that.” (Applause. ) 


Reports of Other Committees 


Special Committee on Small-Animal 
Euthanasia 


Major Dunkin (Chairman) presented the 
following report of the above Special Com- 
mittee, moving its reception and adoption :— 


A meeting of the Euthanasia Committee was 
held in the Anatomy Department the 
University of Liverpool on March 13th. There 
were present: Major G. W. Dunkin, in the chair, 
and Professor Boddie, Professor Craig, Mr. Elam, 
Major Isherwood, Professor Mitchell, Professor 
O’Connor, Professor Robb, Professor Weir, 
Professor Wooldridge and Professor Wright. 

The President, who also kindly attended and 
stayed throughout the proceedings, was heartily 
welcomed. 

The whole of the report and most aspects of 
its publication were thoroughly’ discussed. 
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Several alterations and amendments have been 
made to the text of the report, all of which, in 
the opinion of the committee, enhance its value. 

It was the unanimous opinion of the members 

of the committee that a general summary of 
the work carried out and reported upon to be 
appended at the end of the report is undesirable, 
and such an addition has, therefore, not been 
made, 
_ It was, however, decided to enlarge the exist- 
ing conclusions and re-word certain others where 
they appear in the text. In addition and by 
a majority decision a commentary on conclusions 
will be added to the report. 

The report as amended will now go to Press, 
and steps have already been taken to bring this 
about. 

It is, therefore, hoped that in the course of 
two or three weeks publication will be possible. 

The PreEsipeEnr said that he thought it would 
be within the recollection of members of Council 
that the report of the Special Committee was 
very fully discussed at the last meeting, and 
in view of the statement which had been made 
by the Chairman of the committee, he was 
going to ask the Council to accept that statement 
and allow the committee to proceed with its 
work. He was present at the meeting at 
Liverpool and was impressed by the care and 
by the diligence with which the Special 
Committee went through the report in the light 
of the discussion which took place at the 
last meeting of Council. The powers of the 
committee had not been rescinded; there was 
no motion to refer the committee’s report back, 
but, on a motion put forward by Professor 
Craig, Major Dunkin agreed to call his com- 
mittee together, which he had done, and he 
thought the statement he had made would fully 
meet any points which were raised at the last 
meeting. On that account he was going to ask 
the Council to agree to allow the Special Com- 
mittee to go forward with its work and to get 
its report out as soon as possible. Was that 
their wish? 

The Council indicated assent. 

Proceeding, the PRESIDENT said that as that 
report would be issued by the Special Com- 
mittee before the Council met again, he thought 
it would be fitting and proper to ask the Council 
to accord to the Chairman of the Special 
Committee and the individual members a very 
sincere and cordial vote of thanks for the work 
they had done. He had not been in touch with 
the committee and its work until the last 
meeting, but even that one meeting had led 
him to appreciate the vast amount of work 
which they had done for the Association, and 
he thought they ought to record on their 
minutes their sincere thanks for that work. 

Dr. Woo.pripGE said that he had very much 
pleasure in seconding the motion so well put to 
the meeting by the President. He had on a 
previous occasion passed a few comments about 
the report, but he took great care, in making 
those comments, to draw the attention of the 
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Council to the fact that the labours of that 
committee were not unappreciated by those few 
of them who desired to offer certain suggestions 
for consideration by that committee. And now 
he, personally, gathered from what the Chair- 
man of the committee and the President had 
said to them that they had done that task 
liberally and well, and he, as one of their critics 
at the time, had very much pleasure in second- 
ing that vote of thanks to the Chairman of the 
committee and to his fellow members. 

Major Kirk, in giving hearty support to the 
vote of thanks, associated himself with all that 
had been said. 

Major Dunkin, in acknowledging the heartily 
accorded yote of thanks, observed that the 
Council would understand, of course, how 
greatly appreciative he was of all that had 
been said by all the members who had spoken 
to that vote of thanks: he appreciated it 
because it gave him an opportunity, which he 
greatly valued, to thank those members of the 
committee who had worked so steadily and so 
hard throughout the three years during which 
the committee had been in existence. He him- 
self could not accept their thanks, because he 
had done nothing—the report and the work 
contained in the report was entirely the work 
of his colleagues. He was precluded from doing 
that work, but he would like to say, there and 
then, that it had never been his privilege to 
preside over a committee which had given him 
such wholehearted support and which had 
tuken, should he say, such lack of notice of his 
own deficiencies, and he was more than grateful 
to them all. 

The report was adopted unanimously. 


Provisional Committee for the Bournemouth 


Congress, 1937 

The following progress report, which had 
been circulated to all members of Council, was 
received : 

Arrangements are all now well in hand in 
connection with the Congress. A meeting of 
the Executive Committee was held in January 
and it was reported that all arrangements in 
connection with the ‘readers of papers and 
openers of discussions had been completed. It 
is hoped to arrange for a paper by a_ foreign 
delegate to be given on the afternoon of Monday, 
July 26th, 

Up to the present the following programme of 
Operations and Demonstrations as been 
arranged :— 

(1) Operations on 
fixed. 

(2) Amputation of a Cow’s Claw. Opera- 
tions on the Teat—Mr, G. N. Gould, Junior. 

(3) Methods of Dealing with Stub Toes 
in Greyhounds—Mr. A. H. F. Robb. 

A Caesarian Section. Enucleation of 

the Eyeball—Mr. C. Formston. 

(5) Epidural Anaesthesia in Cats and Dogs 
—-Professor T. G. Browne. 

(6) Demonstration of Diseases of Poultry 
—-Mr. H. G, Lamont. 


the Horse—Not yet 
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(7) Demonstration of  Caponising of 
Poultry and Sexing of Day-old Chicks—Mr. 
W. P. Blount. 

(8) Demonstration of Parasitic and Other 
Diseases of Foxes—Mr. C. Watkins. 

Major G. Williamson, and Major 
Hamilton Kirk, have agreed to arrange an exhibi- 
tion of radiographs in the Exhibition Room. 

With regard to the Annual Banquet, arrange- 
ments have now been completed to hold this at 
the Royal Bath Hotel and the price of the tickets 
will be 12s. 6d. The following have accepted 
invitations to be present: The Minister of 
Agriculture (Mr. W. S. Morrison), Major R, H. 
Dorman-Smith (President, N.F.U.), Viscount 
Lymington and Sir Arnold Wilson, k.C.1.£., €.S.L, 
C.M.G., D.S.O. (Chairman of the Parliamentary 
Science Committee), 

Since the last report a list of recommended 
hotels has been drawn up and published in the 
Veterinary Record, 

Arrangements have been made for the takin 
of the Congress photograph and the supply o 
the Congress badge. 

The arrangements for the proposed Excursion 
to Southampton Docks on Thursday are well in 
hand and transport arrangements have been com- 
pleted with the Southern Railway. 

So far applications for space in the Exhibition 
of Surgical Instruments, Drugs, etc., have been 
received from 18 firms, and it is possible that 
this number may be increased before the closing 
date for applications arrives. 


Advisory Committee on Parasitic Diseases 


The Presip—enr moved reception and 
adoption of the following report of this com- 
mittee, the motion being carried without 
discussion :— 


A meeting of the Advisory Committee on 
Parasitic Diseases was held at 2, Verulam 
Buildings on February 24th, 1937, when_there 
were present Major A. C. Duncan (in the Chair), 
Mr. E. L. Taylor and Colonel W. A. Wood. | 

The minutes of the previous meeting, ys 
been circulated, were taken as read and signe 
by the Chairman. 

Before the meeting continued, a resolution was 
passed recording the great loss sustained by the 
Advisory Committee since its previous meeting 
in the death of Captain A, W. Noel Pillers. 

It was decided to recommend the Council to 
invite Dr. J. N. Oldham, Lecturer in Parasitology, 
Royal Veterinary College, London, to take the 
place of the late Captain Pillers on the 
committee. 

A report was received from Mr, E. L. Taylor 
concerning the proposed article for the Veter- 
inary Record describing the suggested method of 
counting worm eggs. : 

Mr. Taylor promised that his modification of 
this article on the lines suggested by the com- 
mittee would be completed as soon as possible, 
and it was agreed that it be left to him to 
hand the paper over to the Editorial Committee 
after revision, for publication in the Velerinary 
Record along with the selected photographs and 
identification key; 500 reprints to be obtained 
in pamphlet form and placed on_ sale, as 
previously authorised by the Council. ; 

In connection with the committee’s preparation 
of a Table of Anthelmintic Medication for the 
Commoner Parasites of Domesticated Animals, 
the table relating to equines, drafted by the late 
Captain Pillers, was considered in detail and 
approved subject to slight amendment. Colonel 
Wood submitted similar information with respect 


lo pigs, dogs and cats, and following discussion 
of this Mr. Taylor undertook to draw up tables 
on the same lines for ruminants and caeiry and 
to submit these to Colonel Wood for his com- 
ments and suggestions. 

At the request of the committee Mr. Taylor 
agreed to bring up to date the paper published 
by him in the Veterinary Record of February 
23rd, 1929, giving an account of the proper names 
of parasitic worms with their synonyms, for 
publication in the same issue of the Record as 
that in which the Tables of Anthelmintic Medi- 
cation will appear. 

Further consideration was given to Mr. 
Taylor’s suggestion that the committee should 
prepare a series of reviews, for the information 
of practitioners, on echinococcosis, fascioliasis, 
ascariasis of swine and other parasitic diseases, 
these reviews to deal with the economic aspect 
of these diseases, their diagnosis, pathology and 
treatment. It was agreed to act on. this, 
and Mr. Taylor undertook to draw up a 
list of suggested contributors together with a 
note for their guidance in the preparation of 
these reviews. 

A memorandum on “ Hydatid Disease” was 
referred to Colonel Wood who undertook to 
consider ways and means of collecting additional 
information on the subject likely to be of ser- 
vice to the profession in general, and to report 
to the next meeting. 


Advisory Committee on Poultry Diseases 


Major DaLcunG (Chairman of this committee) 
read the following report, moving its reception 
and adoption, Mr. STEELE-BopGER seconding the 
motion :— 


A meeting of the Advisory Committee on 
Poultry Diseases was held at 2, Verulam Build- 
ings, on Friday, March 19th, 1937. 

Major T. Dalling occupied the Chair, and there 
were also present Mr. Norman Dobson, Mr. K 
Downham and Mr. J. E. Wilson. 

An apology for absence was received from 
Professor J. F. Craig. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and signed as correct. 

National Poultry Council.—The Chairman 
informed the committee that he had _ received 
notice of his co-option on the National Poultry 
Council and was keeping in touch with its 
activities. 

Poultry Technical Committee of Great Britain. 
—In connection with the statement of evidence 
forwarded to the Poultry Technical Committee 
of Great Britain, it was the view of the Advisory 
Committee that if the Association should be 
asked to representatives to give oral 
evidence before the Poultry Technical Committee, 
the selection of these representatives should be 
left to the President and the Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee. 

Booklet on Poultry Diseases.—The draft book- 
let on Poultry Diseases was amended in the light 
of suggestions received from members of the 
committee and other contributors, and arrange- 
ments were made _ procuring’ certain 
additional information which it was_ thought 
would enhance the usefulness of this publication 
to members of the Association. 

It was agreed that every effort should be made 
to get the booklet distributed to members of 
the Association before the Congress at Bourne- 
mouth takes place, and the committee, therefore, 
seeks the authority of the Council to issue the 
booklet when ready on the understanding that 
a copy of the final draft will be sent to each 
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member of Council for approval by letter before 
the printing of the bulk is put in hand. 

The committee considered a suggestion that 
the booklet should be placed on sale to non- 
members of the Association and others. It was 
the view of the Advisory Committee that its 
distribution should be restricted to members of 
the veterinary profession, and that non-members 
of the Association wishing to obtain it should be 
charged 10s. 6d. per copy. 

It_is proposed to reserve copyright in this 
publication by lodging copies in the usual way 
with the Copyright Libraries. 

Major Dunkin said that he wondered if 
Professor Dalling would accept an amendment 
to a portion of his report. He would like to 
propose that the Committee on Poultry Diseases, 
in which they had implicit confidence, be given 
power to publish their report without reference 
to the Council. 

Professor WooLpriIDGE said that he took it 
that if Major Dalling’s recommendation were 
accepted it would actually amount to that, 
because he did not ask that amendments should 
be suggested after copies of the report were 
sent to members of Council. Therefore, while 
seconding Major Dunkin’s proposition, if that 
were necessary, he thought it might not be 
necessary. 

Major Dunkin said that his only reason for 
putting forward his amendment was this: that 
when they as a Council had appointed a com- 
mnittee to do its work they must accept their 
work with absolute confidence. He was not 
going to accept a position in which there might 
be implied any lack of confidence by the Council 
in the work of its duly appointed committees. 
If after a committee had completed its labours 
the Council found that it had not done so in a 
manner which they hoped it would do, it was 
then that there should be taken such steps as 
might be deemed to be necessary to rectify the 
situation. 

Major DaLiinc said that he wanted that 
booklet to be worthy of the Association: they 
had spent a tremendous amount of time on it, 
and they had had contributions to it, not only 
from members of the committee, but from many 
workers outside who had given much advice and 
help. It was the view of the committee that the 
book should not go to press entirely until it had 
the approval of the Council. He quite under- 
stood the intent of Major Dunkin’s remarks, 
however, and he thought that there were not 
many members of the Council who would be 
able to make suggestions in connection with 
the matter contained in the booklet because it 
was matter in the preparation of which only 
those who were intimately associated with 
poultry work could make suggestions; there- 
fore, under those conditions, he was quite 
prepared to accept Major Dunkin’s amendment. 

The PRESIDENT said that the committee were 
merely asking the members of the Council to 
see the booklet, not for suggestions they might 
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have in writing—it did not mean that the 
publication of the handbook would be delayed 
for a further Council meeting. 

Major Dunkin said that he wanted his 
amendment to stand, only on a question of 
principle. He felt that that particular report 
Was in such able hands that it would be almost 
an impertinence for anyone in that room to 
make any alterations or amendments, 

The amendment was now put to the meeting 
and carried by 19 votes to 11, 

The report was now carried, subject to the 
alteration of its wording in conformity with 
the amendment, namely, that the handbook 
would not be circulated to members of Council, 
but that the Advisory Committee was 
empowered to proceed to publication. 


“DALRYMPLE-CHAMPNEYS PRIZE 

The PRESIDENT announced that, as stated on 
the agenda, nominations for the above prize 
should be handed to him at that meeting. This 
was the last day for the receipt of nominations 
and thus far only one had been handed in. 

The committee which officiated in connection 
with last year’s award, namely, the President, 
Professor Dalling and Professor Wooldridge, 
were, on the proposition of Major Kirk, 
seconded by Major RABAGLIATI, re-elected to 
report upon nominations for the 1937 award, 


PROPOSED MEMORIAL TO 
DR. GRIFFITH EVANS 
The next item of business before the Council 
was to consider the following recommendation 
from the North Wales Division :— 
“That a fund be inaugurated by the 


National Veterinary Medical Association 
within the profession to institute a 


memorial to commemorate the work of the 
late Dr. Griffith Evans, D.se., M.D., C.M., 
M.R.C.V.S.”” 
Invited by the Presipenr to speak to this 
motion, Mr. H. V. HuGues said that there was 
no need for him to go into the details of the 
late Dr. Griffith Evans’ work: they were all 
fully aware of it and of its outstanding merit 
and importance. 

The North Wales Society felt that the profes- 
sion would be merely honouring itself by 
instituting a memorial of some sort and they 
felt that this was a matter which should be left 
in the hands of the Association. He therefore 
begged to move “ That a fund be inaugurated 
in accordance with the recommendation from 
the North Wales Division.” 

Professor Woo.LprIDGE asked if it was not a 
fact that there was already a memorial fund 
in respect of that matter. He thought most of 
the members of the profession received a 
circular from Bangor and had been very 
pleased indeed, as he had been, to support it; 
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he was wondering whether, if they started a 
new fund, they might not fall between two 
stools: because there might be some who had 
subscribed to the utmost of their capacity to 
that already established and who might not 
find it possible to contribute on a_ second 
occasion, 

Mr. HuGues replied that,it was a fact that a 
fund had been instituted and brought to the 
notice of the members of the profession in 
connection with the provision of a new wing to 
be named the Griffith Evans Memorial Wing for 
the Agricultural Department of the University 
College of North Wales. The North Wales 
Division felt strongly, however, that the profes- 
sion should have its own memorial. 

The matter was referred to the Finance and 
General Purposes Committee for consideration 
and report. 


BALLOT FOR CORONATION TICKETS 

The ballot was now taken from among the 
applications which had been sent in from 
members of Council for tickets for seats on the 
Coronation route, 

The PRESIDENT announced that Captain 
Dunlop Martin and Major DeVine had proved 
successful in the draw, with Professor Dalling, 
whose name was the third to be taken from the 
ballot box, holding a reserve place in the event 
of either of the other gentlemen named being 
unable to attend. 

PLACE OF NEXT MEETING 

The Presipent informed the Council that, in 
accordance with ruling, the next meeting of 
Council would be held in the provinces. There 
was an understanding that it should take place 
in Scotland, 

It was agreed that the next meeting be held 
in Edinburgh and that it be left to the President 
to arrange the date. 


NOTICE OF MOTION 
Dr. WooLpRIDGE gave notice that at the next 
meeting of Council he would move :— , 
“That no individual who has either 
resigned from membership or been removed 
from membership of this Association 
because of accepting a ‘ banned’ post or of 
applying for a ‘banned’ post shall be 
elected to the Association unless by a 
majority of three-fourths of the members 
of the Council present at the meeting con- 
sidering it.” 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
Captain Duniop Martin drew the attention 
of the Council to the fact that with The Times 
of the preceding day there was issued a special 
supplement dealing with the activities of the 
People’s League of Health. In this supplement 


were printed various articles by prominent 
medical men, and amongst those was one by 
Dr. William Savage, Medical Officer of Health 
for Somerset, which seemed to him to be not 
altogether creditable to the veterinary profes- 
sion. He noticed that Dr. Savage spoke in 
rather slighting terms of the Accredited Herds 
Scheme. Personally he knew nothing about it, 
but in view of the fact that what was written 
about the scheme was definitely associated with 
the N.V.M.A., it did seem to him that some 
notice might be taken of it; he therefore 
Suggested that the matter be considered. 

He also noticed in the supplement that on 
the Governing Council of the People’s League 
of Health there was only one veterinarian 
among a very large number of medical men, 
and he did think that the Association might 
press for some further representation on that 
Council. 

Arising out of what Major DeVine had said 
in connection with the report of the Appoint- 
ments Committee, he thought it would be fitting 
for the Council of the N.V.M.A. to consider 
whether some action should not be forthcoming 
in regard to members who were found guilty of 
conduct disgraceful in a professional respect. 
He did think that in certain cases the penalty 
Was not in any way fitted to the crime, and 
that this was another matter that might well 
be considered by the Council of the Association. 

The Presipent said he thought there was 
only one comment he had to make in regard to 
the first part of Captain Dunlop Martin's 
remarks, regarding certain statements 
which were made by Dr. Savage. Those state- 
ments were made at a public meeting at which 
that Association was represented. Their repre- 
sentatives took the opportunity to contradict 
those statements and that contradiction was 
given equal publicity in the agricultural Press 
and certain daily papers to the statements by 
Dr. Savage which called it forth, 

As regarded the latter part of Captain Dunlop 
Martin’s remarks, he thought their subject was 
one which concerned the Appointments Com- 
mittee, and he had no doubt that it would be 
considered by that committee should the 
occasion arise. 

Mr. MciInrosu observed that in his view the 
last part, dealing with professional conduct, lay 
entirely in the province of the R.C.V.S. 

The Presipent said that he took it that 
Captain Dunlop Martin was referring to the 
loyalty of a member to the Association and not 
to professional misconduct in the sense which, 
of course, would make the matter entirely one 
for the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Professor Craic expressed the view that, 
although those statements by Dr. Savage had 
been contradicted in the agricultural Press, 
nevertheless they had been repeated and repro- 
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R.C.V.S. Council Meeting 


Summary of Proceedings 


The Report of the proceedings at the R.C.V.S. 
Committee and Council Meetings, held from 
April 6th to 9th, and which will be published 
in an early issue, contains many matters of 
interest. The formal proceedings of the Council 
were broken into by a pleasing little ceremony, 
the presentation to Miss Sheather of an 
inscribed tea tray and salver on the occasion of 
her marriage. Mr. Holroyd, Chairman of the 
Library Committee, spoke of Miss Sheather’s 
services as Assistant Librarian, a position she 
had occupied for six years, to the complete 
satisfaction of the Council. The presentation 
was made by the President, Mr. J. Willett, and 
Miss Sheather expressed her thanks to the 
members for giving her this memento of her 
work in the College Library, 


An item of welcome interest the 
announcement that the late Miss Cust, the first 
woman member of the College, had bequeathed 
the sum of £5,000 to the College, the income 
to be used for a Veterinary Research Scholar- 
ship. Miss Cust has shown in this bequest how 
completely she understood the needs of the 
profession and how sincerely she desired to help 
forward its progress. Though she has in this 
way provided her own memorial, we hope that 
the appeal which is being made to commemorate 
this woman pioneer in some other way, in 
which especially the women members may join, 
will receive the support it so clearly deserves. 

The reports of the various committees, 
Finance, Examination, Registration, Parliamen- 
tary and Library, are all full of detail, and 
show the great amount of work which service 
on these committees entails. We are glad to 
note that Mr, Holroyd was back again after his 
long and serious illness and we join with the 
Council in congratulating him on his wonderful 
recovery, 


duced in the supplement to The Times and he 
thought they should be considered by the 
Editorial Committee or some other appropriate 
committee, with a view to the formulation of a 
reply. 

The Presipent: “ That can certainly be done. 
If there is no other business, I would like to 
say how pleased I should be to have the 
presence of all members who can spare the time 
to attend, at the unofficial ‘“ house-warming ” 
party which is to take place at six o’clock at 
No. 36, Gordon Square. (Applause.) 

The proceedings terminated with the passing 
of a cordial vote of thanks to the President for 
his conduct in the chair, 
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N.V.M.A. DIVISIONAL REPORT 


Mid-West V.M.A." 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT 
BRISTOL 


The Annual General Meeting of the Mid-West 
Division of the N.V.M.A. was held at the Royal 
Hotel, College Green, Bristol, on Friday, 
January 15th, at 3 p.m., when the following 
members were present: 8S. V. Golledge, Esq. 
(President), Col. Henson, Dr. Scott, Messrs. R. 
Moore, J. C. Coleman, A. E. Gachet, L. St. Bel 
Golledge, C. 8S. Adams, E. C. Bovett, A. J. 
Baxter, W. R. Watson, —. Watson, Jun., 
F. B. Hardy, W. Tweed, E. Brown, T. J. 
Margarson, F. J. Eardley, Dr. McCunn and Mr. 
C. E. Perry (Hon. Secretary). Messrs. M. Baird 
and D. T. Michael were present as visitors. 

Apologies for absence were received from the 
following: Sir F. Hobday, Messrs. J. Howard 
Jones, W. D. Rees, J. J. Aveston, W. A. Austin, 
K. A. Forker and C. R. Golledge. 

Kesignation.—The resignation was received 
of Mr. K. A. Forker, who has removed from 
the district. 

Royal Sanitary Institute—(1) Mr. Tweed 
volunteered to represent the Association at the 
Conference of the Institute to be held in London 
on January 28th. 

(2) The President or his nominee was appointed 
delegate to the Congress of the Institute to take 
place at Birmingham (July 12th et seq.). 

New Members.—Mr. V. E. Perry (proposed by 
Col. Henson and seconded by Dr. Scott) and 
Mr. M. Baird (proposed by Mr. Hardy and 
seconded by Dr. Scott) were unanimously 
elected into membership of the Division. 

Treasurer's Report.—Col. Henson gave his 
report, which showed a very satisfactory balance 
in hand both in the Benevolent and the General 
Funds. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT 


The Hon. Secretary then gave his annual 
report, as follows :—‘‘ During the year we have 
added four new members and lost one by resig- 
nation. The present membership is 76, including 
nine Honorary Members. During the year we 
have held four general meetings and four Council 
meetings. At the Annual meeting held at 
Bristol in January, the following members 
opened discussions : 

Dr. W. Scott.—* Observations on the 
treatment with Colchicine of a case of 
Canine Neoplasmic Epithelioma.” 

The President, C. R. Golledge, Esq.— 
‘“‘ Torsion of the Uterus in the Bitch.” 

A. J. Baxter, Esq.—‘‘A Condition met 
with in Fattening Cattle.” 


*Received for publication March 31st, 1937. 
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Capt. J. R. Hewer.—* Calcium Deficiency 
due to Feeding Maize Flake.” 


Our thanks are due to these members for 
bringing these interesting subjects forward. 

The Spring meeting was held at Bath, when 
Major Leslie Pugh, F.R.C.V.S., gave uS a very 
instructive paper on “Sterility in Cattle,’ which 
inspired a good discussion. We are very grateful 
to Major Pugh for coming to give us this most 
interesting and instructive paper. 

The Summer meeting was held at Stroud, 
when W. Downing, Esq., F.R.C.V.S., of the Cooper 
Technical Bureau, read a paper on “ The Life- 
History of the Scab-mite in relation to control 
measures.”’ Here again our best thanks are due 
to Mr. Downing for his most instructive and 
educational paper. 

The Autumn meeting was held at Trowbridge 
by kind invitation of the President, when 
nearly 50 members and friends attended to see 
the following operations performed in a field 
adjoining Mr. Golledge’s house. 


1. Chloroforming standing and castration 
of colt, by W. R. Watson, Esq., M.R.C.V.S., 
Thornbury. 

2. Castration of colt standing under local 
(cocaine) anaesthesia, by R. Hudson, Esq., 
F.R.C.V.S., Retford. 

3. Operation for the reduction of umbili- 
cal hernia, by R. Hudson, Esq. 

4. Epidural Anaesthesia in the Cow, by 
C. R. Golledge, Esq. 

Our thanks are due to the operators for these 
demonstrations.” 
The above report was adopted. 


APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS 


President.—S. V. Golledge, Esq., Trowbridge. 

Vice-Presidents.—Messrs. Pugh, Robinson, 
©. R. Golledge and A. J. Baxter. 

Treasurer.—Col. Henson. 

Secretary.—Mr. C. E. Perry. 

Auditors.—Messrs. Watson and Margarson. 

Representative on the V.V.B.F.—Mr.W. D. Rees. 

Council.—Messrs. J. R. Barker, A. J. Baxter, 
J. ©. Coleman, F. J. Eardley, C. R. Golledge, 
G. E. Henson, J. R. Hewer, R. Moore, T. J. 
Margarson, ©. E. Perry, C. J. Pugh, W. D. Rees, 
H. 8S. Robinson, W. Tweed, W. R. Watson and 
Dr. Scott. 

Paper.—Professor Dr. J. MeCunn, of the 
Royal Veterinary College, London, presented a 
most instructive paper on ‘“‘ Observations on 
the Racing Greyhound,” the following taking 
part in the ensuing discussion: Messrs. S. V. 
Golledge, F. J. Eardley, T. J. Margarson, A. E. 
Gachet, W. Tweed and Dr. Scott. 


[Professor McCunn’s paper, and a report of 
his reply to the points raised in discussion, are 
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In Parliament 
THE RoyaAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 


In Parliament on February 22nd, the House of 
Commons being in committee on supply:— 


Mr. SHort: There are one or two matters on 
which, I think, we might have fuller information. 
I understood’ the inister to say that the 
additional sum of £750 was due to further grants 
made to the Royal Veterinary College. I wel- 
come the expenditure in connection with that 
College, and I should like the Minister to give 
us a fuller statement as to facilities for education 
and progress in the erection of the building. 
Further, I would remind him and the committee 
that that very eminent_and distinguished veter- 
inary surgeon, Sir Frederick obday, has 
recently left that College, and that another 
distinguished professor, I think from Cambridge, 
has been appointed. I should like him to explain 
why Sir Frederick Hobday was removed just at 
this stage, after he had devoted many years of 
successful effort to the creation of this new 
College. There was a good deal of public 
controversy at the time of his supposed resigna- 
tion, and I should like to know whether the 
Government had anything to do_ with his 
resignation, or his dismissal—I think his resigna- 
tion—whether they implemented it in any way, 
and whether the gentleman who has followed 
him is as competent as Sir Frederick Hobday 
proved himself to be. 

Mr. Morrison: The hon. Member for Doncaster 
(Mr. Short) seems to suggest that the Government 
were responsible for Sir Frederick Hobday’s 
retirement from the Principalship of the Royal 
Veterinary College. I can assure him that some- 
thing even more powerful than a Government 
was responsible—age. I can assure the hon. 
Member that the great services’ this 
distinguished gentleman have’ been fully 
appreciated, 


The following question and answer has been 
recorded in the House of Commons recently:— 


HORSE-BREEDING 


Lieut.-Colonel Moore asked the Secretary of 
State for Scotland whether any decision has now 
been reached as to the possibility of a contribu- 
ton being made by the Racecourse Betting 
Control Board to assist the Scottish horse- 
breeding industry? 

THe SECRETARY OF STATE FOR SCOTLAND (Mr. 
Elliot): My right hon. Friend, the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department, has given his 
approval under Section 3 (6) of the Racecourse 
Betting Act, 1928, to a grant of £500 to the 
Clydesdale Horse Society for assistance to small 
farmers to enable them to obtain the services 
of high class stallions in accordance with a 
scheme which has been submitted by the Society 
by the Racecourse Betting Control 

oard. 


reproduced at the commencement of this issue. 
—FEditor. | 
A vote of thanks to Dr. McCunn for his very 
interesting paper was proposed by Col. HENSON, 
and seconded by the Hon. SECRETARY. 
The members afterwards adjourned for tea. 
C. E. Perry, Hon. Secretary. 


April 24th, 1937. 


Notes and News 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest for 
inclusion in these columns. 


Diary of Events 


April 26th.—Meeting of the Editorial Com- 
mittee, N.V.M.A., at 36, Gordon 
Square, W.C.1, 4.30 p.m. 

April 28th.—Annual Meeting of West of Scot- 
land Division at Glasgow, 4 p.m. 

April 29th.—Meeting of the Dumfries and 
Galloway Division, N.V.M.A., at 
Carlisle, 12.15 p.m, 

April 30th.—Meeting of the Royal Counties 
Division, N.V.M.A., at the Bull's 
Head Hotel, Aylesbury, at 8 p.m. 

May 6th.—Nominations for Election to 
R.C.V.S. Council due. 

May 12th.—Coronation Day. 

May 13th.—Entries for D.V.S.M. Examination 
due. 

May 19th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers issued. 

May 27th.—R.C.V.S. Voting Papers to be 
returned. 

June 3rd.—R.C.V.S. Annual Meeting. 
Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund Annual Meeting. 

June 10th.—D.V.S.M. Written Examination 
begins. 

June 14th—D.V.S.M. Oral and Practical 
Examination begins. 

June 23rd.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 24th.—R.C.V.S. Committee Meetings. 

June 25th.—R.C.V.S.° Committee and Council 
Meetings. 

July 5th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 

July 6th.—R.C.V.S. Written Examinations. 

July 8th.—R.C.V.S. Oral Examination begins. 


July 26th-30th.—N.V.M.A. Congress at Bourne- 
mouth. 


* * * * 


VETERINARY SURGEONS AS JUDGES AT 
CHAMPIONSHIP SHOWS 


KENNEL CLuB’s REPLY TO N.V.M.A. 

On page 519 of this issue, in the report of the 
proceedings of Council, N.V.M.A. (Report of 
Finance and General Purposes Committee) 
reference is made to the meeting between 
representatives of the Association and of the 
General Committee of the Kennel Club regarding 
the awarding of Kennel Club Challenge Certifi- 
cates by veterinary surgeons. At the termination 
of the meeting the N.V.M.A. deputation was 
informed that the Association would be advised 
of the decision subsequently to be arrived at 
in this matter by the General.Committee of the 
Kennel Club, and this was contained in a letter, 
of which the following is the text, received by 
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the Association from the Secretary of the Kennel 
Club on April 7th:— 

“Subsequent to the reception by my 
Committee of the Deputation from the 
National Veterinary Medical Association, | 
am to inform you that my Committee has 
decided that the profession of a veterinary 
surgeon is, in itself, no bar to judging at 
championship shows and that any applica- 
tion for a veterinary surgeon to judge will 
receive the same consideration as that of 
any other applicant.” 


PERSONAL 
Miss Cust’s Bequest to the Royal College 
SCHOLARSHIP IN VETERINARY RESEARCH 


Announcement is made of the terms of the 
will of Miss Aleen Cust, M.R.c.v.s., the first 
woman member of the Royal College of Veter- 
inary Surgeons, of Bramshaw, Lyndhurst, 
Hants, who died on January 29th, and who 
left estate of the gross value of £29,915, with 
net personalty £26,229. 


Among her legacies were:— 

Five thousand pounds to the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, for a Scholarship in Veter- 
inary Research, to be awarded to members or 
Fellows, “to enable them to prosecute original 
research in a branch of veterinary science,” and 
she expressed the desire that if candidates 
appeared of equal merit preference should be 
given to women. 

One hundred pounds to the Royal Veterinary 
College to endow a kennel at the College in 
memory of her miniature cocker spaniels, to 
bear the inscription, “I freely admit that the 
best of my fun I owe it to horse and hound.” 

One hundred pounds to the British Trust for 
Ornithology at Oxford (founded as a memorial 
lo Viscount Grey of Fallodon), “in memory of 
——— Lady Grey, the greatest friend of my 
ife. 

Five hundred pounds and her dogs and other 
livestock to Miss Mary Elizabeth Simms, of 
Monkstown, Co, Cork. 

She desired that only horse-drawn vehicles 
should be used at her funeral. 

After other bequests, the residue was left to 
Mary Elizabeth Simms ,for life. 


Appreciative comment on Miss Cust’s bequest 
to the Royal College is made in the summary 
of proceedings at the April meeting of Council, 
R.C.V.S., published elsewhere in this issue. 


“Miss ALEEN Cust” MEMORIAL FUND 


The attention of all our readers is directed 
to the letter from two women graduates pub- 
lished in the correspondence column of this 
issue, wherein the welcome announcement is 
made that a fund is to be opened to provide a 
memorial to the late Miss Cust. The profession 
will be grateful to our correspondents for 
undertaking what they regard as a duty to the 
memory of the distinguished pioneer of veter- 
inary medicine and surgery as a career for 
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women. We are confident that their appeal for 
support in their effort to ensure the provision 
of a memorial worthy of one whose name 
should indeed live among us for evermore, will 
meet with widespread, generous and prompt 
response, 
Marriages.—ADAMS—PRENTICE, At St. Mary’s 
Protestant Church, Clonmel, Co, Tipperary, on 
March 31st, by Rev. Dr. Harvey, Bishop of Cashel, 
Arthur James, youngest son of the late Mr. P. C. 
Adams and of Mrs, Adams, Aberdeen, to Doreen 
ipnre, eldest daughter of Mr. J. H. Prentice and 
Mrs. Prentice, Clonmel. ; 
On April 17th, at All 


WARNOCK—SHEATHER. 
Souls Church, Langham Place, W.1, by _the 
Rev. Canon P. H. Chapman, Lu.p., and the Rev. 
H. Earnshaw Smith, John, eldest son of Mr. and 
Mrs. R. B. Lyon Warnock, of Shields, Court- 
leigh Gardens, N.W.11, to Kitty, daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. A. L. Sheather, of Wroxton, Chorley- 
wood, Herts. 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


Lewis, Thomas John, Captain late R.A.V.C., 
Balclutha, Otago, New Zealand. Graduated 
London, July 11th, 1917. Died March, 1937, 

notification of Mr. Lewis’s death, 
Mr. €. S, M. Hopkirk, of Wallaceville, New 
Zealand, states that Mr. Lewis was in practice 
at Balclutha, but died at Nelson, presumably 
while on holiday.] 

Tessot, Jonathan Marsh, Oakley, 92, Hale 
Grove Gardens, Mill Hill, N.W.7. Graduated 
London, June 27th, 1888. Died April 14th, 1937; 
aged 72 years. 


LEGAL NOTES 


Cruelty to Heifers—The Witney magistrates 
inflicted a fine of £10, with £2 2s. costs, on an 
Eynsham farmer, Ernest Harris, for causing 
suffering to eleven heifers by omitting to provide 
food and attention at Eynsham between March 
3rd and 10th. 

Mr. Cecil Bartram prosecuted for the Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
and Mr. James Walsh defended on a plea o 
“ Not guilty.” 

An inspector of the R.S.P.C.A. stated that he 
saw eleven heifers in a field at Eynsham, some 
being in an extremely poor condition. in one 
corner of the field there were_two_hayricks 
surrounded by barbed wire. The field was 
sodden and “there was _not enough grass on it 
to keep rabbits alive.” The animals were either 
starving or suffering from disease. 

He saw the remains of some hay of very poor 

uality—mouldy, filthy stuff. He told Mr, Harris 
that he had seen the kind of food he gave his 
heifers and could understand why some of them 
were little better than skeletons. 

Mr. Harris told him he knew the hay was 
not much good, but he must get rid of it, that 
he gave the best hay to the milch cows, and that 
he had noticed the heifers had fallen away in the 
last week or two. 

Inspector Francis said there were two good 
hayricks in the field with barbed wire round 
them. In his opinion the animals were suffering 
from want of food. . 

Cross-examined, he agreed that much land in 
the Eynsham area had been waterlogged, and 
that it had been a very bad season for pasturage. 
He did not think that the cattle could have got 
to the hay in the ricks owing to the barbed 


wire, 
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Mr. E. J. Heather, M.R.c.v.s., of Oxford, said the 
state of the heifers varied from emaciation to 
very poor store condition. He agreed that it 
had been a bad season for pasturage. 

He came to the conclusion that their condition 
was due to starvation or under-nourishment, and, 
in his view it had probably taken place over 
several weeks. 

_Mr. Harris, on oath, stated that the heifers 
did not have the best of the hay as that was 
given to the milch cows, but what they had 
came from the same rick. : 

He had always given the animals 30l]b. of 
hay per head per day and the sample Mr. 
Francis referred to was some litter. He agreed 
that the heifers were in poor condition, but 
otherwise there was nothing wrong and if they 
had wanted food they could easily have got to 
the ricks, as the wire and string around them 
was not very strong. , 

Mr. W. Martin, veterinary surgeon, of Witney, 
said he examined the heifers on March 30th. 
He found no evidence of underfeeding or 
previous starvation. The animals were not 
receiving first-quality hay, and as pasturage had 
been difficult the general quality of stores and 
milch cows was not so good as it had been in 
the past. 

__In reply to Mr. Walsh, Mr. Martin said that 
if the animals had been starving on March 3rd 
to 10th they would undoubtedly have broken 
down the fence round the hayricks. 


_ Warble-Fly Maggot Damage.—Serious depreda- 
lions caused by the warble-fly maggot were 
mentioned by Mr. P, E, White, deputy clerk to 
Salop County Council, prosecuting in a case at 
Oswestry recently, when an Oswestry farmer was 
fined £1 for failing to dress cattle infested with 
warble-fly maggot according to the Order of the 
Ministry of Agriculture. e said this was the 
first case in Shropshire. An assistant veterinary 
officer of the county council visited defendant's 
farm and found the majority of his herd of 50 
cows grossly infected with the warble-fly maggot. 
The defendant said he did not know that the 
Order was compulsory. 


COLONIAL OFFICERS AND RESEARCH 


The Trustees of the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York, in May, 1932, placed at the disposal 
of the Secretary of State for the Colonies a sum 
of $60,000 to enable selected officers of the 
Colonial Service to spend a period of absence 
of one year or less from their official duties in 
study, research and travel. Selected officers were 
required to devote themselves to the study of 
subjects which had a bearing on their work in 
the Colonial Service. 

Grants were made during the period 1933-1936 
to 24 officers who were drawn from all branches 
of the Service for the study of a wide variety 
of subjects, including co-operation, various 
of tropical medicine, forestry, 
education, anthropology, engineering, etc. 

In 1936 the trustees generously provided an 
additional sum of $48,000 for the same purpose, 
and recently a further series of grants has been 
made. Among the _ recipients is Mr. W. 
Fotheringham, M.R.C.v.s., Veterinary Research 
Officer, Kenya, for a course of study in_pathology 
and bacteriology at the University of Edinburgh, 
and at the Royal Veterinary College, Camden 
Town, particularly in relation to the respiratory 
diseases of sheep. 
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The Ideal lodine 
for Veterinary use 


VETIOD 


Clinical experience extending over twenty- 
five years has established Vetiod iodine 
ointment as the ideal form of iodine for 
veterinary use. Although markedly more 
active than the tincture, its application is 
painless and does not harm the skin, hair 
or coat. Dressings do not adhere and 
can be renewed without pain. Vetiod is 
of marked service wherever iodine is in- 
dicated externally—parasitic mange, ring- 
worm, dermatitis, wounds, abscesses, 
tumours, actinomycosis, strangles, enlarged 
glands, grease in horses, cracked heel, 
capped hock, and inflammatory conditions 
generally, where iodine is of service. 


Samples of Vetiod for clinical 
trial gladly sent on request. 


MENLEY & JAMES Ltd., 64 Hatton Garden, London 
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THE CROWN CHEMICAL CO., LTD. 
120, 122, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1| 


SWINE ERYSIPELAS 
SERUM AND VACCINE 
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solely for injection as a prophylactic measure to 
healthy pigs on non-infected premises (the first 
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Erysipelas Serum). 


Swine Erysipelas Vaccine is a living vaccine 
prepared fresh for each order, four clear 
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R.AS.E. AND SPREAD OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH 
DISEASE INFECTION 

Recently the Society called the attention of 
the Ministry of Agriculture to the danger of the 
spread of foot-and-mouth disease by infection 
carried by road vehicles and, in particular, refer- 
ence was made to the dissemination of the 
disease in Derbyshire last November. 

The Minister has now intimated that an 
exhaustive investigation has not revealed any new 
or peculiar factor in the methods by which 
infection might be spread. The risk of the 
extension of disease by road vehicles has always 
been recognised. 

The enforcement of measures for disinfection 
is in the hands of local authorities and_ police, 
and there is no reason to believe that they are 
not enforced, 

The Minister stated that only four of the 
number of outbreaks in Derbyshire were due to 
the spread of infection by road vehicles. He 
saw no grounds for the appointment of a special 
committee of inquiry such as the R.A.S.E, had 
asked for. 

An appeal made by the R.A.S.E. on behalf of 
the Royal Veterinary College was headed by a 
contribution of £500 from the Society, and_ it 
was announced that the appeal had now brought 
in a total of £941. 


* * * * * 


ACCREDITED MILK LICENCES 
PLEA FOR UNIFORMITY IN DAIRY REQUIREMENTS 


A resolution urging the appointment by the 
Ministry of Agriculture of a commiltee to inquire 
into the possibility of obtaining uniformity in 
the conditions prescribed for the production of 
accredited milk was passed at the annual meeting 
of the Yorkshire branch of the Central Land- 
owners’ Association (says the Farmers’ Weekly). 

Mr. W. F. Brewster stated that farmers. still 
had a serious grievance in the standards required 
by county authorities for dairy farms and equip- 
ment, Staffordshire had far more registered 
farms than West Yorkshire, which was absurd. 
They did not complain about the Yorkshire 
regulations being too. strict, but they wanted 
other counties to be brought up to the same 
standards. 

Lord Bingley said that if it could be shown 
that milk was being imported from other areas 
which were less strict than theirs, steps ought 
to be taken at once to deal with it. 

Mr. G. E. Potts said the question resolved 
itself into who knew what were the best condi- 
tions for the cow to live in—the Medical Officer 
of Health or the veterinary surgeon? The 
Medical Officer said that a byre would not do, 
and then the veterinary surgeon came along and 
assured them it was quite suitable. 


* * * * * 


NUTRITION AND INFECTIOUS DISEASE 


The following report of a discussion” on 
nutrition which took place at a meeting of the 
Section of Comparative Medicine of the Royal 
Society of Medicine, on March 24th, with Mr. 
G. W. Dunkin, M.R.¢.v.S., D.vV.H., in the Chair, is 
reproduced from the British Medical Journal: — 


OBSERVATIONS ON D1eETARY HABITS 


Professor S. J. CowE said that it was notori- 
ously difficult to establish the truth regarding the 
effect of any individual hygienic factor in health 
and well-being, one great difficulty being that it 
was impossible to exclude, in observations on 
large groups of persons, factors other than the 
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one which was being deliberately varied. While 
it was the general medical experience that some 
connection existed between imperfect nutrition 
and susceptibility to infectious disease. the actual 
evidence of the relation of specific variations in 
diet to changed resistance to infections was 
extraordinarily conflicting. Attempts had been 
made to correlate the incidence and course of 
infections with characteristic or habitual diets 
used by different races or social classes. The 
observations of Orr and Gilks on the physique 
and health of two African tribes, which showed 
that bronchitis, tropical ulcer, and malaria were 
much more common amongst the cereal-eating 
type than amongst the meat-eating, came into 
this category, but of course the evidence was 
not conclusive because various social differences 
came in. Spence, of Newcastle, had made 
observations which suggested that bronchitis and 
pneumonia were something like eight times as 
common among poor children as among the well- 
to-do, concluding that faulty nutrition played a 
part, though not the only part, in oft ams the . 
poorer children less resistant to respiratory 
infections. On the other hand, M’Gonigle, of 
Stockton-on-Tees, had not been able to correlate 
definitely the incidence of respiratory infections 
with poorer quality of diet. Friend at Christ’s 
Hospital had been able to show some connection 
between infections of the skin.and the amount of 
carbohydrate in the diet. But in all these cases 
many social, racial, and environmental factors 
must enter, as well as dietary habits. 

A second type of observation was to determine 
the effect of changes in the diet of a population 
or isolated sections of it on the incidence of 
infectious diseases. There seemed a fair 
measure of agreement that the increased inci- 
dence of tuberculosis in Central European 
countries towards the end of the Great War was 
due in great measure to severe quantitative and 
qualitative restrictions on food. On the other 
hand, the great influenza epidemic of 1918-19 
appeared to ravage ‘the comparatively well-fed 
troops as much as the less well-fed civil popula- 
tions. An attempt had also been made to define 
the part played by food constituents in_determin- 
ing resistance. Severe degrees of deficiency in 
vitamin A in laboratory animals were practically 
always associated with bacterial invasion. But 
when an_ investigation was made to show 
whether additional supplies of this vitamin could 
confer increased resistance to infection on 
individuals whose diets were not deficient the 
results were, on the whole, negative. Two such 
investigations with which he had been associated 
—one to discover the effect on the winter sick- 
ness rate in one of fhe Services of giving 
supplements of vitamin A concentrate, and the 
other to determine whether there was a lessened 
incidence of otitis media as a complication of 
scarlet fever after giving the same concentrate— 
had shown no dramatic positive results. As for 
vitamin D, it was probably true that children 
with active rickets succumbed more readily to 
pneumonia than others, but this might be 
explained by the mechanical resistance’ to 
respiration offered by the deformed chest wall. 
There was some evidence that vitamin C played 
an important part in protecting guinea-pigs 
against tuberculosis, but the results in human 
beings had been indecisive. It had been suggested 
that rheumatic lesions might be caused by 
vitamin C deficiency together with some specific 
bacterial infection, but this had not so far been 
substantiated by observation on children. 

Altogether it was exceedingly difficult to prove 
the relation of any food factor to resistance to 
infection. One was left with the feeling that, 
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in so far as the state of nutrition was connected 
with resistance to infection, the connection was 
that nutrition might determine the course an 
infection would take rather than decide whether 
infection would occur. The evidence available 
in the case of man did not seem to warrant the 
view that one isolated food constituent was 
responsible for maintaining the resistance of the 
body to infection in any general sense. On the 
other hand, there was suggestive evidence that 
gross malnutrition or a state of definite food 
deficiency might lower the resistance to estab- 
lished infections. The possibility had to be 
considered that an optimum state of nutrition 
lasting for a longer time in the life of an 
individual than in most of the tests so far 
reported might be necessary to secure the maxi- 
mum degree of resistance. 
ANTI-INFECTIVE FACTORS IN DIET 


Miss HARRIETTE CHICK, D.Sc., said that although 
there was a very general feeling that the state 
of nutrition must influence the degree and course 
of infection, and even susceptibility to it, this 
was difficult to prove on the human level. 
Infection was influenced by (1) the nutritive state 
of the subject, (2) other conditions, such as chill, 
fatigue, and anxiety, (3) the degree of infection, 
and (4) the virulence of infection—-and (2), (3), 
and (4) might have as great an influence as, or 

reater than, (1). In an acute disease. (1) could 
ardly be expected to have any influence, but 
in a slow chronic infection, taking a much 
longer time to get started, (2), (3), and (4) would 
remain fairly constant over a long period, but 
(1) would eventually become more important. An 
influenza or measles epidemic would run through 
a public school as devastatingly as through an 
elementary school, where the feeding and other 
conditions of the children might be inferior. The 
higher and incidence of pneumonia in 
the 1918-19 influenza epidemic might have been 
due to the fact that the population was in a 
poorer state of nutrition; in the recent influenza 
epidemic there was nothing like the same 
disastrous effects or high incidence of pneu- 
monia. In the slower and more chronic type 
of infection proof could be seen of the influence 
of nutrition. Many years ago it was a common 
thing to see children in Poor Law schools suffer- 
ing | a infective conjunctivitis, due to the low 
level of diet prevailing. With regard to tuber- 
culosis she had compared for one pre-War and 
four War years the mortality in Vienna, which 
suffered greatly from malnutrition soon after the 
War started, with that in the province of 
Salzburg, which did not suffer to anything like 
the same extent. 
Vienna Salzburg 


A. A 


~ 


= 
Deaths from Per Deathsfrom Per 
Tuberculosis 1,000 a 1,000 


1913 5,957 
1915 6,873 34 539 2°5 
1917 8,548 4:2 549 
1918 11,531 — 588 2:7 
1919 11,490 — 670 —- 


Turning to experimental work, where other 
variables could be removed, she thought that any 
essential dietetic factor could be an anti-infective 
factor. In severe vitamin A deficiency the fact 
that so many infections were obtained with 
laboratory animals was due to structural defect, 
which made its appearance with the deficiency— 
the mucous membrane became unhealthy, and it 
was by way of the mucous membrane, especially 
of the respiratory tract, that most infections took 
root. She described a series of experiments not 


yet published which had been performed in the 
Department of Experimental Pathology at Cam- 
bridge with a view to investigating the nutritive 
defects of maize, the idea coed to arrive at 
some knowledge of the aetiology of human 
pellagra in populations subsisting very largely 
on that cereal. Litters of pigs were fed on three 
diets, one of which consisted of 83 per cent. of 
maize, while in the second a mixture of wheat 
and barley was substituted for the maize, and 
in the third the maize was restored, but 8 per 
cent. of yeast was added. The pigs receiving 
the first diet became very sick in about six 
weeks, with a lowered haemoglobin content, 
anaemia, diarrhoea, and great loss of weight, 
dying in about eight or nine weeks if the diet 
was not changed. At post-mortem they were 
found to have a very inflamed caecum and 
ulcerated colon. All the animals had what the 
veterinary specialists described as _ necrotic 
enteritis, but all attempts to isolate pathogenic 
organisms in the blood or stools failed. The 
group fed on the second diet also showed 
diarrhoea, and several died, but the third group, 
which had had yeast from the start, showed no 
sign of diarrhoea and prospered, the yeast 
apparently making the imperfect diet right and 
very nutritive for these pigs. Other experiments 
had shown that the factor in the yeast which 
made the maize diet wholesome was a water- 
= extract of the yeast which was heat- 
stable, 


ViIrAMIN C AND RESISTANCE TO INFECTION 


Dr. LesLtre Harris dealt with relation 
between vitamin C and infection. He had first 
become interested in this relation by reason of 
some observations he had made on the excretion 
of vitamin C by normal control subjects. It was 
found that the amount excreted in the urine 
suddenly dropped when any of the subjects had 
a feverish cold or an attack of influenza, and 
this diminished excretion of vitamin C ran 
parallel with the infection. It appeared as if 
in an acute infection the body reserves of 
vitamin C became depleted. It seemed proved that 
vitamin C was concerned—with other factors no 
doubt—in increasing resistance to_ infection, 
though it was not determined whether the 
deficiency was the result of the fever or the 
cause. In some observations on cases of osteo- 
myelitis, while the controls excreted the standard 
amount of vitamin C every day, the active cases 
excreted only half the amount. In active cases 
of phthisis very little vitamin C was excreted, 
and one could go on giving repeated test doses 
over a long period before it appeared in the 
urine. With recovery the patient became better 
saturated. Some experiments had been done 
on rats, showing again that animals with various 
infections, including diphtheria, had smaller 
reserves of vitamin C post-mortem than controls 
fed on the same diet. There appeared to be 
an increased usage of vitamin C in_ infections. 
Vitamin C was needed for formative cells— 
osteoblasts, odontoblasts, and new tissues, such 
as scar tissue; it also stimulated the reticulocyte 
response. There was very little conclusive 
evidence that vitamin C would help once an 
acute infection had started, but the prospect in 
prophylaxis was more hopeful. 


NUTRITION AND INFECTION IN ANIMALS 


Dr. J. T. E>warps presented a short summary 
of work done on the relationship of nutrition to 
foot-and-mouth disease. Experiments on small 
animals—rats and hedgehogs—confirmed — the 
observations of others that foot-and-mouth 
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disease infection was most severe in animals that 
were well grown and well nourished. In fact the 
animals which appeared to be most susceptible 
were those in prime condition and in the prime 
of life. Rats fed on a theoretically complete diet 
(diet N of Korenschevsky) had been compared 
with an underfed group fed on bread-and-milk. 
All the rats were afterwards inoculated in the 
skin of the hind foot with the virus of foot-and- 
mouth disease. The conclusions were opposed 
to much current opinion regarding infectious 
disease in general. The view commonly held 
and agperees'y more widely applicable was that 
low physical condition as in the undernourished 
made them an easy prey to infection. But in 
these experiments it was the properly fed 
animals which developed the infection more 
strikingly. Similar experimental work had not 
yet been carried out upon the larger, naturally 
susceptible animals, but for some time it had 
been the common experience in research labora- 
tories that when cattle and the other_ larger 
animals were in low condition they did not 


react well to inoculation with the virus. The 
records of field observations in temperate 
countries gave little information upon _ the 


relationship under discussion, though it was 
often observed by veterinary surgeons who had 
to deal with outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease 
that high-class stock fed and kept in the best 
conditions suffered more severely than lean 
beasts when disease was allowed to run its 
course. Strong, well-grown cattle were more 
susceptible to blackleg and anthrax, and perhaps 
the same was true of sheep in their suscepti- 
bility to braxy. Whether any component of the 
diet was particularly concerned in causing 
increased susceptibility. to foot-and-mouth 
disease infection had not been determined. The 
addition of raw liver and carrot to the poor 
(bread-and-milk) diet produced a_ distinct 
increase in susceptibility in rats, probably 
because it prevented the occurrence of anaemia, 
which was associated as a very constant symp- 
tom with the decreased susceptibility to 
foot-and-mouth disease among the animals on a 
poor diet. The impression gained from observa- 
lions upon the smaller animals was _ that 
susceptibility to infection was influenced not so 
much by any specific ingredient in the diet as 
by the degree to which nourishment promoted 
the metabolism generally in the animal body. 
One curious thing noted was a decrease in the 
metabolic needs of the sexes. A diet adequate 
for the female was found to be inadequate for 
the male. When rats were placed on a good 
diet after a period of underfeeding the males 
showed an increased susceptibility to infection 
within five days; in females the response was 
slower. Dr. Edwards suggested that the greater 
rapacity of males and the greater fastidiousness 
of females might have something to do with this. 


CONFLICTING EVIDENCE 


Dr. H. H. GREEN spoke on the influence of 
diet on helminth infections. It was “eo 
believed that malnutrition to suc 
infections, though much of the evidence was 
indirect and confusing. Some observations in 
the Transvaal, where much of the vegetation was 
deficient in phosphorus, had shown that sheep 
suffering from phosphorus deficiency suffered 
also more from worm infestation than sheep 
which received a supplementary dose of phos- 
horus. In the case of organisms of high viru- 
ence food deficiency did not seem to make any 
difference. Thus a disease like swine fever had 
the same incidence in animals badly or well 
nourished. Dr. DAGMAR WILSON’ mentioned 
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certain experiments among children in the 
Punjab which had shown no close connection 
between vitamin deficiency disease and malaria, 

Dr. H. WARREN Crowe referred to an experi- 
mental production of arthritis in rabbits by_ the 
injection of streptococci. It was suggested to 
him that the results would be even more striking 
if the rabbits were fed on a non-vitamin diet. 
Accordingly a cereal was used which was super- 
heated by steam and the rabbits became 
avitaminosed, but on injecting them with strepto- 
cocci which were known to produce arthritis the 
rabbits on the non-vitamin dietary did not, 
broadly speaking, develop arthritis at all. The 
explanation which his clinical work suggested 
was that arthritis or rheumatism was a disease 
of reaction of the tissues, the tissues reacting 
against some noxious influence, and tissues which 
were weakened would not react. It was also 
shown that patients who were in bed, under- 
nourished, and anaemic, with a high blood- 
sedimentation rate, did not suffer severe pain 
with their arthritis, but when their general 
health improved the pain was much worse. The 
1918 influenza epidemic had been mentioned, but 
it was a mistake to suppose that that was worse 
because of prevailing malnutrition. The old 
“creaking gates” at home did not die to the 
same extent as officers and men in the trenches 
who were ~ fit. That was because the 
latter reacted so tremendously to a_ highly 
virulent organism. 

Mr. A, L, BAcnARACu said that if the correctness 
of Dr, Chick’s general observation, that all the 
so-called minor constituents of diet might play 
an anti-infective part, were assumed it must be 
remembered that the total of their collective 
action was not a sum but an_ integration, and 
it was quite possible to be misled, as had often 
happened in the laboratory, by inability to con- 
trol that fact. It was conceivable that the 
response to an organism might -be lowered by 
the absence of two or more factors, but that 
the effect of the absence of Y was so immediate 
that no amount of Z added would produce any 
effect at all. He had the impression from 
examining some of the studies made, in which 
specific constituents had been added to the diet 
of groups of experimental subjects that were 
obviously undernourished in more than one 
direction, that only a purely negative conclusion 
could be drawn from the results. This was 
because account had not been taken of the 
integrated effect of all the necessary factors in 
the diet. With regard to the question raised 
by Dr. Harris, there were other conditions 
besides those he had mentioned, not ordinarily 
to be regarded as pathological, in which there 
was a very marked depletion of vitamin_ C 
storage, certainly a typical sub-saturation. One 
of these was benzene poisoning, and others were 
pregnancy and lactation. It seemed to him 
possible that the benefit from the administration 
of ascorbutic acid in febrile and possibly other 
conditions was not to be shown, by its effect 
on those conditions at all. If one of the 
functions of ascorbutic acid as_ such was_that 
it acted very much more vigorously during febrile 
and certain other conditions and so got depleted. 
it became necessary to build up the reserves, not 
in order to deal with the particular condition 
associated with the depletion, but as a kind of 
insurance policy against that or any other condi- 
tion the next time it arose. Dr. LESLIE HARRIS 
said that while it was uncertain whether low 
reserves of vitamin A, as of other vitamins, were 
a cause or a result of infection, it did appear 
that in certain diseased states there was faulty 
preservation and use of vitamin A. 
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TESTING DEMAND FOR DAIRY CATTLE 
FROM IRELAND 


On behalf of Welsh farmers a request is to 

be made to the Government to have dairy cattle 
tested before they are exported from Ireland to 
England. A decision to this effect was reached 
at a meeting in London of the Welsh Committee 
of the National Farmers’ Union. 
_ The question originally arose on the sugges- 
lions of the Welsh Dragon Mark Association to 
the Brecon and Radnor counties branch and 
other county branches that the breeding of cattle 
in Wales would be improved if cattle imported 
from Ireland reached a_ satisfactory standard. 
At first it was proposed that cattle imported 
from Ireland should have to undergo tests 
similar to those imposed on cattle from Canada, 
but, on the recommendation of the Livestock 
Committee of the Union, the Welsh Committee 
modified their proposals. The amended resolu- 
tion which was passed, reads: “ That in order 
to safeguard the interests of breeders of cattle in 
this country, we ask that the Government should 
take the necessary steps to ensure that all cows 
in milk and cows and heifers in calf should 
have to pass tuberculin and epizootic abortion 
tests before exportation from Ireland.” 


* * * * 


SCOTLAND’S STOCK POPULATION FIGURES 
WINTER CENSUS 


In order to obtain particulars of the changes 
in the distribution of the different classes of 
livestock throughout the country as_ between 
summer and winter, the Department again took 
a special census of the numbers of cattle, sheep 
and pigs on agricultural holdings in Scotland on 
December 4th, 1936. The filling up of the forms 
was voluntary, and those concerned responded 
readily to the Department’s request (says the 
North British Agriculturist). Out of about 67,700 
forms issued, over 52,500 or 774 per cent. were 
returned, covering 79 per cent. of the cattle, 
79 per cent of the sheep, and 78 per cent. of the 
pigs in Scotland at June 4th last, and were used 
as the basis of an estimate of the numbers of 
cattle, sheep and pigs in the country on 
December 4th, 1936. 

The total number of cattle in Scotland at 
December 4th, 1936, is less than at June, 1936, 
by 3:6 per cent. and below that at December, 
1935, by 2:4 per cent. Cows and_ heifers 
together are fewer by 2:7 and 0°5 per cent. 
respectively. The numbers of cows in milk and 
in calf, between June and December, 1936, show 
a marked seasonal change, while in December, 
1936, as compared with December, 1935, there 
is no appreciable alteration. “ Other cattle” 
show a decrease of 4:1 per cent. compared with 
June, 1936, and of 3°7 per cent. compared with 
the previous December. Those of two years old 
and above are more numerous than in June, 
1936, while the younger classes show reductions, 
Compared with December, 1935, all classes show 
decreases except that for young bulls being 
reared for service, which shows a slight increase. 

The total of all classes of sheep shows a 
decrease compared with June, 1936, of 25-9 per 
cent., and is less by 2°6 per cent. than the 
total in December, 1935. Ewes and rams show 
increases, while “other sheep” have been 
reduced in numbers by more than half as com- 
pared with June, 1936, and are fewer by 7:3 per 
cent. than in December, 1935. The decrease 
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between June and December, 1936, which corres- 
ponds closely with that of the previous year, 
is mainly due to the sale of lambs for fattening 
and slaughter and to replacement of part of the 
breeding flock by younger sheep. 

The total number of pigs shows an increase 
over the figure for June, 1936, of 8-8 per cent., 
but a decrease of 5:4 per cent. as compared with 
that for December, 1935. In comparison with 
June, 1936, sows, boars and “other pigs” of all 
ages are more numerous by 1°4 per cent., 3°4 per 
cent. and 9-9 per cent. respectively, but when 
compared with December, 1935, these classes 
show reductions of 4°9 per cent., 6-3 per cent., 
and 5:5 per cent. respectively. 


NEW KNOWLEDGE OF THE LIFE-CYCLE OF 
MALARIA PARASITES 


A communication in Nature (March 27th, 1937) 
by Lieut.-Colonel S. P. James and Dr. P. Tate, 
of the Molteno Institute, University of 
is reproduced below, illustrating as it does the 
enormous importance of the study of disease 
from the comparative standpoint. Here, in the 
case of the most prevalent human disease, new 
light has been thrown upon its natural history 
by.study of the life-cycle of an allied parasite 
in the domestic fowl. The subject was also dealt 
with in a leading article which appeared in 
The Lancet of the same week. | 

Colonel James and Dr, Tate write:— 

“We wish to direct attention in this letter to 
an interesting result of our work at this Institute 
on the malaria parasite of the domestic fowl, 
which Professor Brumpt, of Paris, found and 
described in 1935 and to which he gave the 
name Plasmodium gallinaceum.!, 2 

“This parasite, like other members of the 
family Plasmodiidae, has a schizogonic cycle of 
development in circulating red_ blood 
corpuscles of its vertebrate host (the domestic 
fowl) and a sporogonic cycle of development 
in its insect host which, as Brumpt has shown, 
is the yellow fever mosquito Stegomyia fasciata 
(Aedes aegypti). But it —— from our work 
that it has, in addition, a hitherto unrecognised 
schizogonic cycle of development occurring in 
reticulo-endothelial cells of the spleen, liver, 
kidneys and other internal organs and particu- 
larly, in certain cases, in the reticulo-endothelial 
cells which line the capillaries of the brain. | 

“The first step in this finding was that in 
January this year, one of us (S. P. J.) observed 
in the of endothelial cells from the 
spleen and heart blood of a chicken which had 
died from the malarial infection, —— 
schizogonic phases of a parasite which bore no 
resemblance to the pigmented ‘sporulating’ or 
‘ pre-sporulating’ stages of the malaria parasite 
occurring in red blood corpuscles, Provisionally 
we called these phases ‘ x bodies.’ Then a search 
of the literature showed that in 1935 Clay Huff 
and Bloom,’ of the University of Chicago had 
found what seemed to be the same phases in 
erythroblastic and lymphocytic cells of the bone 
marrow of birds infected with Plasmodium 
elongatum, and that in 1936, Professor Raffaele,‘ 
of the Marchiafava Institute for Malariology in 
Rome, had found what are certainly the same 

hases in the reticulo-endothelial system of birds 
infected with Plasmodium relictum. The inter- 
pretations given to their findings by these 
observers are not at all the same, but this seems 
to us to be less important than’ is the fact that 
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observers working independently in _ three 
different countries on three different species of 
avian plasmodia have found that at any rate 
some malaria parasites have an additional cycle 
of development in the vertebrate host which was 
previously unknown. 

“ As regards the life-history of human malaria 
parasites, the occurrence of such a cycle in 
tissue cells instead of in red blood corpuscles was 
postulated by several investigators some years 
ago in an endeavour to explain why quinine is 
ineffective in preventing attacks of malaria due 
to the bites of mosquitoes and in preventing 
the relapses or recurrences which are such a 
troublesome feature of the human disease. In 
this connection, we have repeated on chickens 
infected with P, gallinaceum some of the prophy- 
lactic and curative clinical trials with quinine 
_and the synthetic antimalarial drugs which were 
made on other avian and on human plasmodia 
in 1931 and later years, and the results seem 
to indicate that the discovery of the endothelial 
cell — of the parasite opens up an entirely 
new field for chemotherapeutic research and 
may help to explain some of clinical, 
therapeutic and epidemiological problems of 
malaria which hitherto have remained unsolved. 
We think this conclusion is justifiable despite 
the fact that as yet the discovery has been made 
only on bird malaria, 

“At a laboratory meeting of the Royal Society 
of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene which was 
held at the Royal Army Medical College, on 
March 18th, we showed a series of preparations 
of various stages of the — including examples 
from birds which had been temporarily cured 
of the peripheral blood infection by quinine, 
but had died later as a result of the uninterrupted 
development of large schizonts in the endothelial 
cells lining the capillaries of the brain. 

“We should like to add that the discovery, 
apart from its — bearing on clinical and 
therapeutic problems, raises a question of interest 
to systematists in that it does not seem correct 
any longer to define the Plasmodiidae as a family 
in which the whole of the vertebrate cycle of 
development occurs in'the red blood corpuscles. 
P. gallinaceum is evidently a parasite which, in 
the vertebrate host, has a cycle of development 
similar to that of other members of the family 
Plasmodiidae but, in addition, it has a cycle of 
development resembling, in some respects, the 
schizogonic cycle in endothelial cells which is 
ordinarily described as_being characteristic of 
members of the family Haemoproteidae.” 


‘BrumptT, E. (1935.) C.R. Acad. Sci. 200, 783. 

*BRUMPT, 1. (1936.) Ann. Parasit. Hum. et Comp. 14, 597-620. 

*Hurr, Cray G., and Bloom, WILLIAM. (1935.) J. Inf. Dis. 57. 
315-336. 

“RAFFAELE, G. (1936.) Riv. di Malariol. 15, 309-317 and 318-324. 


SUSCEPTIBILITY TO RESPIRATORY 
INFECTION 


“Tt is the general experience of mankind, and 
of their medical advisers, that the incidence of 
colds, coughs, and more serious. respiratory 
infections is by no means random,” states The 
Lancet (March 13th, 1937), and continues:— 

“Some unfortunates seldom survive a winte! 
and early spring without repeated attacks, whil- 
a happy few appear to be largely immune. Any 
observations that serve to throw light on these 
individual variations in susceptibility are wel- 
come, and a series of experiments reported* by 


| *Locke, A. (1937.) J. Inf. Dis. 60, 106. 
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Dr. A, Locke, from the institute of pathology 
of the Western Pennsylvania Hospital, offer 
suggestions that clearly merit further study. A 
series of rabbits were chilled until their rectal 
temperature had fallen to 95°-96° F., and a note 
was made of the time taken to recover 3° in 
temperature. This was found to vary over a 
wide range, from about 20 minutes to about 125 
minutes. Each rabbit was given a rating assessed 
by dividing 20 by the time actually taken for 
this temperature recovery. Thus a rabbit that 
recovered 3° F. in temperature in 20 minutes was 
awarded a rating of unity, while one that took 
125 minutes was rated as 20/125 (0:16). When 
an adequate number of rabbits had been rated 
in this way, one sample of animals were tested 
~ | the intravenous injection of a small number 
of virulent pneumococci, while another sample 
were subjected to the more severe test of 
intradermal inoculation. Thirty-six rabbits were 
injected intravenously. Of these, twelve had been 
given a rating of over 0°6; one died. Of 13 
rabbits with a rating of 0°5-0-6, four died. Of 
eleven rabbits with a rating of less than 0°5, all 
died. Fifty-one rabbits were injected intrader- 
mally. Of 16 with a rating over 0°6, nine died. Of 
19 with a rating of 0-5-0-6, 17 died. Of 16 with a 
rating of less than 0°5, all died. The author then 
turned his attention to human subjects. Sixty- 
eight persons—men, women, boys, and girls— 
were rated by a different method. They were 
put to work on a machine resembling a 
stationary bicycle, and their oxygen-consumption 
per minute, per square metre of body surface, 
was determined during maximal effort. After 
rating they were = under observation for 
seven months, and the number of colds con- 
tracted by each subject was recorded. It was 
found that those subjects with a_ high rating 
developed far fewer colds than those with a 
low rating. These observations are too few to 
be decisive, but they are at least suggestive.” 


* * » * ° 


VITAMIN C IN MILK 


Working at the National Institute of Research 
in Dairying, Kon and Watson* have explained 
some of the discrepancies in observations on 
the vitamin C content of milk. These are com- 
mented upon as follows in a Lancet annotation 
of March 20th:— 

“Ascorbic acid is known to_ be an unstable 
substance readily oxidised to dehydro-ascorbic 
acid. The oxidation product is not titratable 
with the indophenol reagent which is used for 
the estimation of vitamin C, but can readily be 
reconverted into ascorbic acid by reduction with 
hydrogen sulphide. Kon and Watson find that 
ascorbic acid and dehydro-ascorbic acid are 
equally active biologically. On the other hand 
dehydro-ascorbic acid is unstable in milk, as 
in aqueous solution; it is steadily converted into 
a biologically inert form, which cannot be 
reconverted to ascorbic acid. This process is 
greatly accelerated in milk by exposure to sun- 
light or even to bright daylight. After half an 
hour’s exposure to bright daylight in an ordinary 
pint glass milk bottle practically the whole of 
the ascorbic acid is oxidised. Part of it is still 
biologically active, but a large proportion is 
biologically inert, and the change to the inert 
form continues steadily, even in the dark. 
Apparently there are more disadvantages in 
allowing milk to stand on the doorstep on an 
early summer Sunday morning than the mere 


*Biochem. J. December, 1936, p. 2273, 
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risk of having it stolen. The authors find that 
if milk is taken direct from the udder, where 
ascorbic acid is all excreted in the reduced form 
and immediately pasteurised there is no loss of 
activity; but pasteurisation even after _a_ brief 
exposure to light rapidly changes dehydro- 
ascorbic acid into the inert form. A pint of 
cow’s milk straight from the udder may contain 
as much as 20 mg. of ascorbic acid, and it is 
a pity that the greater part of this is being lost. 
According to van Eeklen and Heinemann an 
adult requires 60 mg. a day, and it is probable 
that suboptimal intakes are very common. The 
destruction of ascorbic acid in milk under the 
influence of light is, however, so rapid that its 
preservation would require elaborate and 
expensive alterations in the methods of distribu- 
tion. Dairy milk can, therefore, not be relied 
upon as a source of vitamin C.” 


* * * * * 


Sheep dog enthusiasts—their name is legion— 
are to have an interesting Nationals and Inter- 
national trials season, in this, the Coronation 
year. Already the International Sheep Dog 
Society, which throws a magnetic spell over 
patrons wherever it goes, can rejoice in several 
donated trophies and prizes for 1937 competi- 
tions of old and also of new types.—North British 
Agriculturist, 


Two farm horses harnessed to a_ plough in 
a field on the cliffs between Bridlington and 
Flamborough fell 200 feet on to the beach, One 
ras killed; the other walked back to the farm 
two miles away. Mr, George Sampson, of Flam- 
borough, the owner, said the horses backed 
towards the edge of the cliff and the ploughman 
was unable to save them. 


Correspondence 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's 
issue. 

All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 
tributor for publication. 


The views expressed in letters addressed to the Editor represent 
the personal view of the writer only and must not be taken as 
expressing the opinion or having received the approval of the N.V M.A. 


* * * ' 


“MISS ALEEN CUST” MEMORIAL FUND 
To vue Eprror oF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—At the suggestion of some of the members 
of the veterinary profession a fund is to be 
opened to collect money for a memorial to the 
late Miss Cust. 

It is hoped that friends, members and students 
will respond generously to this appeal in order 
that a fitting memorial may be erected to. show 
their appreciation of the services of the pioneer 
woman member of the profession, 

Donations should be sent to:— 

Miss P. L. Williams, 35, Foregate Street, 
Stafford, or 


Miss O. B. Woodward, Walpole House, 


Burton-on-Trent, Staffs.; 
and will be duly acknowledged in the Press. 
Yours faithfully, 
OLGA B. Woopwarp. 


April 19th, 1937, 
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COMPULSORY PASTEURISATION 


To tHe EpiroR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Sir,—Is not the compulsory pasteurisation of 
all milk both impracticable and nonsensical, for 
how can those who advocate universal pasteur- 
isation justly support their airy claims for this 
treatment of milk? 

Dr. C. Fraser Brockington, as quoted in your 
columns on p. 495, mentions the anxiety of 
waiting for that “ Utopian state where diseased 
cattle have been eliminated and all milking is 
mechanically performed.” I am afraid that he 
will have to wait even longer for the Utopian 
state when all milk is mechanically produced 
and mechanically distributed. Besides, anybody 
dealing with either human or animal maladies 
can vouch for the fact that Utopian states will 
rarely exist where flesh and blood are concerned. 
Even in the medical profession there are many 
instances of “ waiting for that Utopian state ” 
wherein the total prevention of such diseases 
as human tuberculosis, not of bovine origin, 
measles and whooping cough, etc., will become 
an accomplished fact; and it is safe to assume 
that the waiting will go on merrily for many a 
long day yet. 

One often wonders why the advocates of 
general pasteurisation (apart altogether from the 
question as to whether or not it would effectively 
prevent human tuberculosis of bovine origin) 
overlook or ignore the report of Sir Weldon 
Dalrymple-Champneys issued in 1935. Of present 
pasteurising plants, he asserts, “ many are either 
imperfect in design or construction or = are 
improperly and_ inefficiently operated and 
controlled.” 

If these imperfections exist with spasmodic 
pasteurisation, what may be expected to occur 
with universal pasteurisation? Surely the last 
state of the milk is likely to be worse than the 
first? 

Dr. Brockington’s statement that “dirt (in 
milk) may be tolerated” is also open to dispute. 


Yours truly, 
G. MAYALL. 
Bolton, 


* * * * * 


ELECTROCUTION 


To THe EbITroR OF THE VETERINARY RECORD 


_ Sir,—Recently you were good enough to pub- 
lish a letter from me on _ subject. of 
electrocution of animals. I pointed out that a 
60-cycle alternating current passing from fore- 
quarters to hind-quarters of a dog would kill 
humanely within three seconds provided that the 
current exceeded a certain value. I omitted to 
mention that the largest dogs used by Ferris 
and others in the course of their investigations 
weighed 26 kg. or about 57 lb. Thus the figure 
of 250 milliamperes which I quoted should not 
be extrapolated much beyond 50 Ib. It is, 
therefore, a safe figure for terriers, dachshunds 
and the like, but probably too low for mastiffs 
or Newfoundlands. Bulldogs must be regarded 
as on the borderline. 


Yours faithfully, 
C. W. Hume, 


Hon, Secretary, The 
of London Animal Welfare Society. 


42, Torrington Square, 
London, W.C.1. 


April 19th, 1937, 


